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TOWN OFFICERS
Moderator
Harold H. Wilkins
Representative to General Court
Charles A. Tracy

Selectmen
Year
Ralph C.
Donald H. Davis, 3 Years

Meric G. Arnold,

1

Bills,

2 years

Treasurer
Catherine A. Kruger

Tax Collector

Hiram

R. Elliott

Town
Horton

Clerk
S. Allen

Highway Agent

Guy H. Nelson
Auditors

Orson

Hiram

S.

George H. Howard

Bragdon

Supervisors of the Check List
Ethel

R. Elliott

Lilla

Roy

W. Emerson

M. Brown

Trustees of the Trust Funds
Harold H. Wilkins, 2 Years
Pauline M. Clark, 3 Years

Davis, 1 Year

Fire

Wards

Ashton L. Martin, Chief
Arthur L. Daniels, 1st Assistant
Frank F. Richardson, 2nd Assistant
Sexton of Cemeteries
Clarence H. Hagar

Chief of Police
Albert H. Junkins
Trustees of the Library
Dr. John LeBosquet, 1 Year
Elizabeth Huntington, 1 year

Cleaveland Campbell, 2 Years
Nelle L. Holnies, 2 Years

Lawrence Clark, 3 Yeai^
Bertha Piper, 3 Years
School Board
Cevie M. Weston, 2 Years
Charles F. Prior, 1 Year
Donald N. Swain, 3 Years

Surveyor of Wood, Bark and Lumber

Fred W. Hubbard
Health Officer
Dr. Oscar

Bums, M. D.

ZONING OFFICIALS
Administrative Official
Allen D. Howard

Board of Adjustment
Charles F. Young, Chairman, 1 Year
Harold J. Cutting, 2 Years'
Frederick W. Mosher, 3 Years
George A. Knight, 4 Years
Arthur L. Underwood, 5 Years

AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT
Moderator
M. Arnold Wight
Clerk
Esther W. Bundy
Treasurer
Clea\ eland

J.

Campbell

District

Commissioners

Charles A. Tracy, 1 Year
Donald F. Sawyer, 2 Years, resigned, 1947,

succeeded by George B. Hyde
Lawrence L. Hall, 3 Years

TOWN COMMITTEES
Ways and Means Committee
George B. Hyde, Chairman
Benjamin G. Bundy, Secretary
Raymond E. Stimson
Robert L. Smith
W. Thm-ston Whittle
Richard W. Weston

Road Commission

Raymond

Richard

E. Stimson

Harold H. Wilkins,

W. Weston

Jr.

Town Hall Committee
Robert L. Smith, Chairman
Theodora A. Lincoln
Meric G. Arnold
Amy Harding
Benjamin G. Bundy
Margaret Murphy
Malcolm D. Clark

War Memorial Book Committee
Arthur L. Underwood
Nelle L. Holmes
Catherine A. Kruger

Town
Hiram

R. Elliott

W.

Margaret Moser
BerSia L. Piper
Harold H. Wilkins

Report Committee
Catherine A. Kruger
Thurston Whittle

STATE OF
To

the Inhabitants of

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Town

tlie

of

Amherst

in the

Coiint\' of Hillsborough in said State, qualified
to

\

ote in

Town

Affairs:

Polls to Close at 12 o'clock.

You
in said

are hereby notified to

meet

at the

Town

Amherst on Tuesday, the 9th day

next, at eight o'clock in the forenoon, to act

of

Hall

March

upon the

following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officials for the
ensuing year.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
to make appropriations for the same.
3. To see if the town will vote to give the Selectmen and Treasurer authority to borrow money in anti-

cipation of taxes.
4. To see if the town will vote to give discount
taxes at IV2 7o to August 1st.

on

5. To see if the town will vote to instruct the Town
Clerk to report at each town meeting following the
vote on each article and/ or motion, and before reading of the next article or recognition of another motion, his record of the article and/or motion and the
vote thereon; and to complete the permanent record
of the town meeting within 48 hours.
6. To see if the tow^i will vote to amend the resolution voted in the Town Meeting of March 10, 1931
which reads: "That the Moderator appoint a committee

'Ways and Means Compower to examine and report on all apand finances of the Town of Amherst,

of six citizens to serve as a
mittee' \\dth

propriations

and who

will serve until their successors are appointed

manner; said committee to serve without
So that said resolution as amended will read:
"That the Moderator appoint a committee of six citiin a

pay."

like

zens to serve as a 'Ways and Means Committee' with
to examine all town records and finances and all
articles in the town warrant, and to make recommendations and to report thereon to the annual town meeting or any special town meeting; the members of said
'Ways and Means Committee' to serve until their successor or successors are appointed, and to ser\'e with-

power

out pay."

To

the town will vote to raise and approof $973.64 for To\\ti Road Aid; the
State to contribute $3894.56.
7.

see

priate the

8.

To

if

sum

see

sum

priate a

the town will vote to raise and appronot exceeding $139.66 (1/ 100th of one

if

percent of the town's valuation based on the 1947 assessment) to the Merrimack Valley Region Association
for the purpose of publicizing and promoting the natural advantages and resources of the town in cooperation with the other 37 communities in the Merrimack
Valley Region.

town will vote to purchase a new
road grader with snow remoxal attachments, and to
\ ote to raise and appropriate mone} for same.
10. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1500.00 to be added to the fund
toward the purchase and installation of a heating plant
9.

To

see

if

the

Town

Hall building.
the town will \ote to raise and appropriate the sum of $373.00 of which $290.00 be used
to pav for the washing and painting of the woodwork,
walls, and ceiling of the assembly hall in the Town
Hall building; the remainder to co\er die amount bv
which kitchen renovations exceeded the 1947 appro-

for the
11.

To

see

if

priation.
12.

To see if the town will \ ote to raise and approsum of monev sufficient to complete this year

priate a

the installation of a central heating plant for the

Hall building, said

mone\

to

Town

be borrowed and repaid

at a yearly rate of an
13.

To

see

if tlie

amount not to exceed $1500.00.
town will vote to install a street

on Foundry Stieet near tlie corner of Davis beyond a pole No. 134, and to vote to raise and approprilight

ate

money
To

14.

for same.

see

if

the

town

will vote to install a light

on Davis Lane near Main Street on pole No. 136, and
to vote to raise and appropriate money for same.
15. To see if the town will vote to oil and gravel
the Patch Hill road (Old Lyndeboro Road), and vote
to raise and appropriate money for same.
16. To see if the town will vote to accept and maintain a right of way beginning on Baboosic Road at the
Barrett property and running to a right of way known
as Hillside Ave., tlience to Lakeview Street, continuing to the property of Leo Morrissey, a distance of
about 1,000 feet, and vote to raise and appropriate
money for same.

To see if the town will vote to srade, gravel
properly, repair any culverts needed, and surface-treat
17.

road beginning at the Ajam and Jameson
residences and continuing to a barway below the residence of Mr. Wanless (Harry Boutelle Farm), a distance of approximately eight-tenths (8/10) of a mile,
witli oil, the

and vote to

and appropriate money for same.
town will vote to oil and gravel the
Horace Greeley Road and vote to raise and appropriate
18.

money

To

raise

see

if

the

for same,

To

see if the town will vote to oil and gravel
the Old Milford Road, and vote to raise and appro19.

money for same.
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $250.00 for the purpose of constiucting a new bridge on the Charles Wright Road leading
priate

20.

from Route No. 122.
21. To see if the town will vote to gravel and surface-tieat with oil that part of the Christian Hill road

10

end

at the southerly

of present black road

Mont Vernon

to the

and

(5/10) of a mile,
for same.

and leading

road, a distance of five-tenths
vote to raise and appropriate the

monev

To

if the town will autliorize the Selectmen
on behalf of the Town of Amherst, a stipulation as to just compensation for the estate in those
of the roads and portions of roads involved in Civil
Action No. 528, pending in the United States District
Court for the District of New Hampshire, which are

22.

see

to execute,

situated within the limits of the said

Town

acquired

condemnation proceeding, agreeing that a final judgment may
be entered in the said proceeding ordering and decreeing that nominal damages in the sum of One and

by the United

States of

America

in the said

no, 100 Dollar ($1.00), without interest, shall constitute full

and

just

compensation for the estate

in those

of the said roads and portions of roads involved in the
said proceeding which are situated within the limits

Town

acquired bv tlie United States of
proceeding and waiving all right
to the assessment of just compensation for the said
estate in those of said roads and portions of roads which
of the said

America

in the said

are situated witiiin the limits of the said
23.

To

see

if

the

Town

Town.

will vote permission for use

Town

Hall auditorium as a basketball court and
and appropriate a sum not to exceed
vote
$450.00 for necessary alterations.
of the

raise

to

24.

To

priate the

see

sum

if

the

of

town will vote to raise and approhundred dollars ($500.00) to fi-

fi\'e

nance a children's playground activit}- for the summer of 1948, and have the moderator and selectmen
appoint an organization or committee to administer
funds.

To

if die town will vote to raise and approhundred dollars ($300.00) to erect street
within the village and to instruct the Selectmen

25.

see

priate three
signs

11

committee of not more than

to appoint a

pu4-pose of holding a hearing
26.

To

see

if

the

town

five for

the

and naming the streets.
and appro-

will vote to raise

priate the smii of forty dollars ($40.00) to cover the

two Honor Rolls which are being pur-

cost of the

chased.
27. To see if the town will vote to rescind the Zoning Ordinance which was adopted at the Annual Town
Meeting held March 12, 1946, said vote to be by checklist

and
28.

ballot.

To

see

if

the town will vote to establish a Zon-

ing system.
29. To see if the town will vote to have every
slaughter house hereafter constructed or maintained
within the limits of the town of Amherst, New Hampshire, comph" with the following regulations unless
otherwise specified by the Board of Health:

The location and plans must be approved in
writing by the Board of Health before any alterations
(a).

or construction begins.
(b).

The

(c).

No

slaughter of cattle, sheep, hogs (except
for private use) shall not be slaughtered within the
town limits except in an authorized slaughter house.
beef, pork^ lamb, or veal shall

be sold or

offered for sale for food purposes unless the animal

from which the meat was taken had been properly inspected by an authorized inspector who has been appointed bv the selectmen, and furnished with the proper stamps covering inspection.
30. To see what action the town wishes to take in
regard to the profits from sales of the World War Memorial Books.
Given under our hands and seal, this fourteenth
day of Februarv, in the year of our Lord nineteen

hundred and

MERIC
RALPH

fortv-eight.

ARNOLD,

G.
C. BILLS,

DONALD

H. DAVIS,
Selectmen of Amherst.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
ASSETS
Cash

in treasury Jan. 1,

Due from

1948

Bounties 1947

Grader Fund
Heating Plant Fund
Uncollected Taxes 1947
Taxes Bought by Town
not yet
1945
1944

Redeemed— 1946

Total

LIABILITIES
Three

Notes
on Notes
Due Amherst School District:
Balance of Appropriation
Balance of Dog Tax
Grader Fund
Heating Plant Fund
Serial

Interest

Excess of Assets over Liabilities
Total

$7278 82

State Treasurer:

35
1163
1000
9374

50
05
00
10

13

CAPITAL ASSETS
Town

Hall and Land
Furniture and Equipment
Library and Land
Furniture and Equipment
Fire Station and Land

Equipment
Equipment
Highway Department and Land
Equipment and Supplies
Parks and Playgrounds
Schools and Land
Equipment
Police

$14,000
2,000
7,500
4,000
2,500
6,743
156

800
4,135
1,000
71,900

7^000

00
00
00
00
00
41
00
00
20
00
00
00
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STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS
Town
Town

Officers' Salaries

Officers

Expenses

Election and Registration
Town Hall

Department
Department
Town Aid
Health Department

Police

Fire

Vital Statistics

Road Maintenance

Snow Remov^al
Oiling

General Highway Expense
Library
Street Lights

Old Age Assistance
Memorial Day
Parks
Cemeteries
Interest

Town

Clock

Payments on Debt
Auto Permits
Spraying

Town Dump
Legal Advice

County Tax
Gravel Main

Stieet

Baboosic Brook Bridge
Oil for Eight Roads

Town Road Aid
Oil

and Gravel Clark Ave.

Town
Town

Hall Repairs
Hall Kitchen
Heating Plant Fund

War Memorial Book
Regional Association
Schools
Total

Town and

School Appropriations

$1,752

15

AND TAXES ASSESSED
Total Tow-n and School Appropriations
Less Estimated Revenues and Credits
Interest

$/

and Dividend Tax

Railroad Tax
Savings Bank Tax
State Forest Tax

Auto Permit Fees
Licenses and Permits
Rent of Town Property
Interest on Taxes
Sale Tax Deeded Property
Oil for Eight Roads
Not to be UsedProvided for by T.R.A.
Total Revenues and Credits

9,650 00
14,231 30
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A SUMMARY STATEMENT OF
RECEIPTS

19

RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURES

PAYMENTS
Current Maintenance Expenses:
General Government:

Town

officers'

salaries

and

auto permit fees
Town officers' expenses
Election and resfistration
o
expenses

Expenses town hall and clock
Protection of Persons
and Property:
Police department
Fire department, including
forest fires

Tree spraying and trimming
'

Bounties

Damage by dogs

$

2,014 75
1,053 45

138 75
625 21

455 49
2,270 09

409 00
35 50
196 44

Health:

Health department
Vital statistics

Dump

maintenance

44 50
60 50
170 70

Highways and Bridges:

Town Road Aid
Town maintenance:

1,900 98

(summer $10,867.75)
(winter ($6,229.99)
Street lighting

18,097 74
1,436 00

General expenses of

Highway Department

289 23

Libraries:

Libraries

1,000 00

Public Welfare:
Old age assistance

2,148 68

20

A SUMMARY STATEMENT OF
RECEIPTS
Receipts Other

Than

Current Revenue:

Temporary

loans in anticipation

of taxes during year

Refunds
Trust funds
Sale of

town property

22,000 00
137 43
1,600 00

695 00

Total Receipts Other

Than Current Revenue

31,890 81

Total Receipts from All Som-ces
Cash on hand January 1, 1947

$95,100 05
9,947 12

Grand Total

$105,047 17

21

RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURES

PAYMENTS

22

RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURES

PAYMENTS
Payments

1,600 00

to trustees, trust funds

26,150 00

Total Indebtedness Payments

Payments to Other
Governmental Divisions:
Taxes paid to County
Payments to School Districts
Total Payments to Otlier
Governmental Divisions

$ 6,292 51

26,541 14

Total Payments for All Purposes
Cash on hand December 31, 1947

Grand Total

32,833 65

$97,768 35
7,278 82

$105,047 17

23

COMPARATIVE INVENTORY

24

REPORT OF SELECTMEN
Town

Officers Salaries:

25

Spaulding Moss Co., map of town
Holmes and Caldwell Agency,

town

officers'

bonds

Philip Morris, supplies

H. R. Locke, prints of maps

13 56

70 00
2 53
7 50

Rotch Insurance Agency, town
officers' bonds
40
Souhegan National Bank, deposit box 5
Cabinet Press, printing and notices 453
Vincent P. Brine, stamps
60
N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co., phone and
toll calls
26
15
Edson Eastman Co., supplies
Elliott,
of
car
50
H. R.
use
50
H. R. Elliott, clerical work
H. R. Elliott, supplies, phone
46
H. S. Allen, drawing deeds, supplies 10
H. S. Allen, attendance at annual
12
town and city clerks' meeting

00
00
52
33
72
89
00
00
46

50
25

Election and Registration:
Appropriation: $150.00

Expended
Harold H. Wilkins, moderator
$ 8 00
H. R. Elliott, supervisor
Lilla Brown, supervisor
Ethel W. Emerson, supervisor
George H. Howard, assist, moderator
Frank L. Pearson, assistant clerk
H. R. Locke, ballot clerk
Hibbert V. Miles, ballot clerk
Dwight P. Brown, ass't. to voters
Carl H. Perrin, ass't. to voters
Albert H. Junkins, services
Cabinet Press, printing ballots

26

Town

Hall:

Appropriation:
Credit:

Expended:
Dwight P. Brown,

janitor

$500.00
20.00

$194 10

Public Service Co., lights
Public Service Co., supplies

Raymond's, supplies
John R. Martin Co., Philgas & repairs 95 44
Frank Hartshorn Co. ,kindling
James A. Coffin, extinguisher

Guv

Nelson, labor

P. T. A.

Lunch Comm.

A. L. Martin, supplies

W.

A. Hart, services
Perlev Jones, sto\ e wood
Vincent P. Brine, stove wood

Laurence E. Clark, insurance

Roman

Stanley, repairs

Warrep C. McCullough, painting

Police Department:

Appropriation:
Credit:

$450.00
25.10

Expended
Harold Aldrich, special officer
$ 21 50
8 00
Meric G. Arnold, special officer
12 50
Granite State Auto List Co.
2 00
Robert Malone
2 00
David Swain
13 00
Lawrence E. Hublev, special officer
12
00
officer
Harrv Boutelle, special
8 00
Richard Crocker, special officer
Albert H. Junkins:
110 00
Services as constable

27

Dances at Lake, trouble
phone calls

calls,

Supplies

260 44
6 05
$455 49

Fire Department:
Appropriation:
$1800.00
Credit:

232.74

Expended
A. L. Martin, fire chief
A. L. Martin, forest fire warden
A. L. Daniels, 1st fire ward

Frank Richardson, 2nd fire ward
Walter Ryan, janitor
Lawrence Engine Co., firemen's
salaries

A. L. Martin, chimney fires
A. L. Martin, dump fires
A. L. Martin, grass

fires

A. L. Martin, house fires
A. L. Martin, forest fires
A. L. Martin, Milford Firemen's
Relief Assoc.
A. L. Martin, brooder house fires
A. L. Martin, labor and material
Locke's Jenney Station, gasoline

Richard Crocker, plowing snow

Guy

Nelson, labor
Public Service Co. of N. H., lights
Clark's Garage, labor and supplies
N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co., phone

Rotch Insurance Agency, insurance
Fire Protection Co., equipment
James A. Coffin, supplies
N. H. Forestry

$25 00
25 00
15 00
15 00
75 00

200 00
31 05
50 90
58 95
214 25
392 34
10 00
16 50
100 49
45 41
7 00
109 50
46 10
73 48
45 14
182 78

25 00
49 00

& Recreation

Dept., equipment

Milford Grain and Coal Co., coal

42 00
26 28

28

Raymond's, supplies
Farrar Co., equipment
Mass. Bonding & Ins. Co., insurance
H. R. Locke, supplies
Milford Public Works, rent of

two hydrants
Lawrence E. Clark, insmrance
Bob's Auto Service, labor
Charles A. Tracy, insurance

George Lamoureux, supplies

Town

Aid:

5 57
130 00
162 50
50

40 00
8 75
1 25
38 30
2 05

29

25 25

30

Town

Maintenance:

Appropriation:
Credit:

$7000.00
$179.90

Expended

Guy

H. Nelson, Highway Agent

S7447 40

Snow:
Appropriation: $4500.00

Expended

Guv H.

Nelson,

Highway Agent

S6229 99

Oiling:

Appropriation
Credit

$3750.00
85.65

Expended:

Guy H.

Nelson,

Highway Agent

$3626 95

General Expense of Highway Department:
Appropriation:

$300.00

Expended

Guv

H. Nelson, for supplies
$128
W.'S. Darley Co., signs
6
Holmes and Caldwell Agenc\-, insur. 109
43
A. L. Keves Agency, insurance
2
M. G. Arnold, express charges

08
90
00
09
16

8289 23
Library:
Appropriation:' $1000.00

Expended
Amherst Town

Librar\',

Lawrence

E. Clark, Treas.

$1000 00

Street Lights:
Appropriation: $1452.82

Expended:
Public Service Co., Vijlage lights $1133 50
302 50
Public Service Co., Baboosic limits

$1436 00

31

Old Age Assistance:
Appropriation:

$2000.00

Expended
Treas. State of N. H., for O. A. A.

$2148.68

Memorial Day:
Appropriation: $200.00

Expended
Donald N. Swain, for supplies
Cabinet Press, programs
Henry Davis, wreaths
Larrv' Conti, band
Legion

Emblem

$27 60
15 75
6 00
75 00
Div., grave markers
7 35
$131 70

Parks and Playgrounds:
Appropriation: $500.00

Expended
American Legion Post

87, labor

$450 00

Cemeteries:
Appropriation:
$800.00

Expended
Clarence H. Hagar, sexton
Albert F. Caron, labor

$787 40
35 00
$822 40

Interest:

32

Town Clock:
Appropriation $25.00
:

Expended:

Dwight P. Brown, care of clock
Lawrence E. Clark, insurance

$25 00
6 00
$31 00

Long Term
Appropriation:

Notes:
$1500.00

Expended
Souhegan National Bank
A. & M. E. Crawford
J.

$1000 00
500 00
$1,500 00

Auto Permit Fees:
Appropriation: $175.00
H.

Expended:
Allen, town clerk

S224 00

S.

Spraying:
Appropriation: $400.00

Expended:
Bartlett Tree Co., spraying
Albert Caron, trimming trees
M. G. Arnold for A. F. Caron

$100 00
217 50
91 50
$409 00

Town Dumps:
Appropriation:

$100.00

Expended

Guy H.

Nelson,

Highway Agent

$170 70

Trustees of Trust Funds:
$150 00
Dr. Josephine L. B. Bates
100 00
M. G. Jewett, Phill^rook lot
150 00
.
Gwendolen Spalding
100 00
Suzanne A. St. Onge co^^K^''^

Mrs. Bertha Libbv
M. G. Jewett, Pesterfield

lot

150 00
100 00

33

Robert D. Walker

34

Special Appropriation for Town Hall:
Appropriation: $420.00

Expended
Warren McCullough, painting
H. R. Locke & Sons, wiring

Roman

$230 50
120 00
20 00

Stanley, labor

$370 50
Special Appropriation for Heating Fund:
Appropriation: $1000.00

Expended:
Town Hall Heating Plant Fund

$1000 00

Special Appropriation for Chestnut Hill

Cemetery:
Appropriation:

$50.00

Expended:

Guy

$50 00

Nelson, labor

Special Appropriation for Merrimack Valley
Region Association:
Appropriation: $25.00

Expended:
Merrimack Valley Region Association

Town Road
Appropriation:

$25 00

Aid:
$1900.98

Expended
Highway Dept.

State of N. H.

$1900 98

Grader Fund:

Expended:

Guy

H. Nelson, use of grader
Bounties:

Expended:
Meric G. Arnold, paid for hedgehogs $16 00
7 00
Ralph Bills, paid for hedgehogs
2 50
Donald H. Davis, paid for hedgehogs

$50 00
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E. H. Peaslee, paid for hedgehogs
Tex Arnold, one hedgehog
Howard Converse, one hedgehog

Richard Crocker, one hediiehoe
Robert Kelley, nine hedgehogs
George Parker, six hedgehogs

1

00
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Lake and Lake Front
Christian Hill

Road

Main Street
Walnut Hill Road

Street

400
1400
300
700

Taxes Bought by Town:

00
00
00
00
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REPORT OF TOWN CLERK

DOG ACCOUNT
217 dogs licensed from Jan.

1,

1947 to Dec. 31, 1947

Dr.
166 male and spayed female dogs
at $2.00 each

$587 77
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REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR
SUiMMARY OF WARRANT

39

LEVY OF

40

Summary

Tax Sales Accounts
Tax Sales on account

of

as of

of

Dec. 31, 1947

Levy

Dr.

1946

1945

1944

1942

Taxes sold the Town
$624 84
Balance unredeemed Taxes
Jan.

1948

$238 34
2 50

3 18

$137 17
13 20

$49 31
10 69

$627 34

$241 52

$150 37

$60 00

Remittance to Treasurer
$293 56
Remittance to Treas., interest 2 50
Abatements

$ 77 11

$ 66 93
13 20

$49 31
10 69

1,

Interest collected

Cr.

Deeded to Town
Unredeemed at close

68 81
of year
ar 262 47

3 18

76 74
84 49
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER
For the Year Ending December

31, 1947

RECEIPTS
H. R. Elliott, Tax Collector
1946 taxes

Redeemed

taxes

and

interest

1946, 1945, 1944, 1942

Horton S. Allen, Town Clerk
Auto Permits

Dog

$56,001 26
6,691 50

516 48
2,576 89

Licenses

State Treasurer

Bounties for Hedgehogs
Forest Fires

Tax

R. R.

Building and Loan Tax

and Dividends Tax
Refund Old Age Assistance
Loss of Tax on Lands
Trustees of Trust Funds
Interest

Highway Fund
Guy H. Nelson, Highway Agent
Fiske

38 20

Use of Grader

50 00

Special Gravel

Louis

Havward

John C. Duff
George B. Blood
Ernest H. Peaslee
Ernest E. Phinney
Donald O. Young
Richard B. Locke
Meric G. Arnold
Ray E. Stimson
Special Oil

Vincent Brine

Fav

E.

Andrews
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Ray

E. Stimson

Gifts— Cemetery Fund
Ralph Gilson

43 80

200 00

George E. Harding
Suzanne A. Lo\ ering

Gwendolen Spalding
Robert D. Walker
Mrs. Bertha Libby
Catherine Pesterfield Estate
Nonnan Philbrook Estate
Dr. Josephine L. Bliss Bates

Mrs, E. L. Farrin
Mrs. Walter Wry

Clarence H. Hagar, Sexton
Sale of Cemetery Lots
Use of Greens
Property Sold b\^ Town
Bovle Lot
Forsyth Land
Wassan Richardson Property
Rice Land
D. Burns Land
Donald Bros. Property
Stove to W'. Con\'erse
Re\ olver 174476

Selectmen
Overpa>'ment on Paint
0\'erpa\'ment Mo\'ing Sign
Refund Kitchen Work

Refund Moving Stones
Refund A. Junkins
Refund Ernest H. Peaslee
Pistol Permits

Kathleen Hubley from B. Hubley 129 00
5 00
Pa\-ment Clarence Adams

Board

for

Souhegan National Bank Notes

22,000 00
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A. L. Martin

Use of Fire Truck
Hall Rent
Soiihegan Grange
Men's Club
American Legion

Town

Hillbillies

35 00
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LIABILITIES

Due Souhegan Bank and

others—

serial notes

Interest

.\mherst School District, balance app'n.
Amherst School District, balance dog tax

$ 1,500 00

22 50
11,736 00

347 73
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REPORT OF HIGHWAY AGENT
Guy H. Nelson
Appropriation

$7000 00

Credits

Fiske

Highway Fund

Jolin Duff

Louis Hayward
Ernest Phinney
Ernest Peaslee

George Blood

Raymond Stimson
Donald Young
Robert Locke
Meric Arnold

Guy
Guy

H. Nelson, truck
H. Nelson, tractor
William A. Hart, truck

Underwood, truck
Fred Willard, truck
Fred Willard, tractor
Robert Lancr truck
George Houghton, truck
Fred Tuttle, truck
T.

Chester Whitten, Jr., truck
Ernest Wheeler, truck
Malcolm Dunklee, shovel
WilHam E. Bedders, truck
William E. Bedders, shovel
William Bedders, dozer service
Ernest Peaslee, team

Town

of Bedford, grader

Socony Vacuum,

oil

N. H. Explosive Co., grader blades
R. C. Hazelton Co., grader parts

38 20

46

17 10

O. F. Winslow, gravel
L. Fuller Est., gravel
Elliott

&

Willard, gravel

Mrs. Bessie Balch, sand
Milford Machine Works, parts and labor
Hume Pipe Inc., culvert pipe
Milford Coal & Grain, pipe
Clark's Garage, gas
American Railway Express charges
Bob's Auto Service, labor
Municipal Steel Co., grader blades
Charles Pherson, labor
Ray Road Equipment, blades
Larrv Gendron, weldins
County Stores, scvthes
Roy Wheeler, grader operator
Frank Bills, labor

Guy

Bills,

labor

Roland Goodwin, labor
Joseph Gouett, labor
"Charles Duval, labor
Charles Hall, labor
Richard Crocker, labor
William Long, labor
Guy H. Nelson, foreman

245 80
5 00
11 10
4 16
85 37
71 40
226 03
3 45
2 25
35 32
22 50
48 42
15 00
5 00
634 00
578 40
476 80
523 20
250 40
233 60
22 40
97 40
12 80
738 00
$7145 22

Dewey

Smith's

Road— expended

Rov Wheeler, grader operator
Roland Goodwin, labor

Guy Bills, labor
Guy H. Nelson,
Guy H. Nelson,

truck
labor

Hume Pipe Inc., culvert
Wm. E. Bedders, dozer service

190 78
$

00
00
00
50
14 00
21 28
136 00
5
4
4
6

$190 78
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North Street Extension— expen
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Joseph Holland, labor
Donald Dunklee, towing
Meric Arnold, labor
Stanley Hubley, labor
Roger Weston, labor
Walter Weston, labor
Irving Patten, labor
Dewey Smith, Jr., labor

John Towne, labor
George Howard, labor
Albert Pixley, labor
Wesley Fields, labor
Robert Robinson, labor
Newton Stockwell, labor
Kenneth Hall, labor
Roy Wheeler, labor
Frank Knight, labor

Carl Merrill, labor
Guy Bills, labor
Joseph Gouett, labor
Roland Goodwin, labor
Arthur Undenvood, labor
Mrs. Bessie Balch, sand

Larry Gendron, welding
Ernest Gagnon, labor on plows
R. C. Hazelton, snow plow parts
Milford Nhichine Works, parts
Ray Road Equipment, snow fence
Gay's Express, charges
Merrimack Farmers Exchange, salt
Milford Public Works, plowing
N. H. Explosixe Co., blades
American Railroad Express, charges
A.
J.

J.

Raymond. sho\els

B. Varick Co., bolts

Converse & Peaslee, slabs
Bob's Auto Service, parts and labor

4 00
12 00

16 80

5 60
22 40
16 80
22 40
73 60
22 40
2 10
14 00
11 90

16
19
2
109
7
6

96
32
96
64
29
91

80
60
10

00
20
40
00
00
00
80
00
50

19 10

353 47
4 61
83 50
9 60
81 21
28 00
51 75
1 67
13 50
1 08
2 00
5 00
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Guy H.

265 00

Nelson, foreman

$6229 99

OIL
$3750 00

Appropriation
Credits

Mrs.

15 95

Fay Andrews

Vincent Brine
Raymond Stimson

Milford Public Works

Converse & Peaslee, slabs
E. Bedders, dozer service

Wm.

O. F. Winslow Co., coldpatch
Mrs. Bessie Balch, sand
Trimount Products Co., asphalt
Koppers Co. Inc., oil
Fred Willard, truck

Fred Willard, tractor

Wm.

A. Hart, truck
Charles Duval, labor
Richard Crocker, labor
Roy Wheeler, grader operator

Guy

H. Nelson, truck

Roland Goodwin, labor
Joseph Gouett, labor

Guy

Bills,

Frank

labor

labor
Nelson, foreman

Bills,

Guy H.
Total

CLARK AVENUE
Appropriation

Fred Willard, truck
Ernest Wheeler, truck

$400 00

50

Chester Whitten,

Jr.,

7 50
7 50
7 50
7 50
11 10
7 50
19 50
12 40
15 00
23 60
12 00
25 00
4 20
15 00
12 00
5 60
8 80
6 40
3 20
80
3 20
12 00
146 00

truck

Fred Tuttle, truck

Wm.

E. Bedders, truck

George Houghton, truck
A. Mitchell, truck
Robert Lang, truck

Guy H.

Wm.
Wm.

Nelson, truck

A. Hart, truck
E. Bedders, shovel

L. Fuller Est., gravel

Fred Willard,

Andrew

ti-actor

Elliott, roller

Mrs. Bessie Balch, sand
Rov Wheeler, grader operator
Frank Bills, labor
Joseph Gouett, labor

Roland Goodwin, labor

Guy

Bills,

labor

Charles Duval, labor

Vernon Howard,

Jr.,

labor

Richard Crocker, labor
Guy H. Nelson, foreman
N. H. State Treas., oil

$398 30

MAIN STREET
$400 00

Appropriation

Fred Willard, truck
Fred Willard, tractor
Guy H. Nelson, truck

Wm.

A. Hart, truck
Ernest Wheeler, truck

Chester Whitten,

Jr.,

truck

Fred Tuttle, truck

Wm.

E. Bedders, truck

George Houghton, truck

$32
24
29
24
12
12

12
12
12

50
00
10

80
50
50
50
50
50
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A. Mitchell, truck

11 10

Robert Lang, truck
T.

Underwood, truck

Wm.

E. Bedders, shovel

A. C. Elliott, roller

Roy Wheeler, grader operator
Frank Bills, labor
Joseph Gouett, labor

Guy

Bills,

labor

Roland Goodwin, labor
Charles Duval, labor
Richard Crocker, labor
Mrs. Bessie Balch, sand
L. Fuller Est., gravel

Guy H.

Nelson, foreman

DUMP
Appropriation

Wm,

E. Bedders, dozer service

Cabinet Press, signs
Roy Wheeler, labor
Roland Goodwin, labor

Guy

Bills,

labor

Vernon Howard,

Jr., labor
Nelson, truck
Al. Austin, metal sign

Guy H.

Guy H.

Nelson, foreman

$100 00

12 80
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMEN EQUIPMENT
1

Waco Grader

2

V Snow Plows No. 511
V Snow Plow No. 510

1
1

Blade Snow Plow

1

Wing

1

Road Hone
Steel Road Drag
Road Machine

1
1

for

^900 00

Truck

1 Set Grader Blades
3 Sets Snow Blades
24 Signs
1 Crosscut Saw
2 Axes
1

Wedge

2 Small Saws
3 Rakes
1

Hoe

2 Iron Bars
4 Pairs Brush Cutters
8 Snow Shovels
4 Square Edge Shovels
10 Round Edge Shovels
6 Picks and Handles
3 Pitch Forks
10 Scythes
1 Large Stone Hammer
Stone Drills
6 Stone Hooks
6 Red Lanterns

4 Flares
1 Grindstone
1 Large Chain
1 Set

Chain

Falls

1 Culvert Cleaner
1 Grease Gun
10 Lbs. Grease

3 00
2 50
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2.

1

Gals. Paint

50 Gal. Oil Barrel and Oil

2
12
8
16

Tons of Salt
Barrels Tar

1/2

Roll

Feet 15 inch Culvert
Feet 36 inch Culvert

Wire

1000 Feet R. E. Boards
2 Sanding Machines
1 Set Blades for Hone

Gas Engine Water Pump
10,000 Feet Snow Fence
930 Steel Fence Posts
1

1

Stone Boat

3 70
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE
Arrests
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REPORT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief, Ashton L. Martin
1st Assistant,

2nd

Arthur L. Daniels

Frank F. Richardson
Forest Fire Warden, Ashton L. Martm
Deputies: Allen Howard, Fred Willard, Orson Bragdon
Firemen on Call: 40
Assistant,

1947

FIRES
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hose blowout clamp, 2 foam fire extinguishers,
extra heavy fire chains, Siamese connectors (value
$689.75).

Bladders (value $139.00).
900 ft. 21//' hose, bought 1945, (value $450.00).
1700 ft. 21/V' hose, bought 1926-36, (value $255.00).
1600 ft. 11/2" hose, bought 1939-46, (value $560.00).
850 ft.
booster hose, bought 1931, (value $85.00).
Compressed air fire alarm (value $503.00).
1808 Yankee Hand Tub.
Lawrence Hand Tub.

W

Water holes outside of village, 26.
Total value of equipment, $6743.41.
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SEXTON'S REPORT
Your 1947 Appropriation was divided among the
cemeteries by using $131.40 on Cricket Corner,
$137.85 on the Old Cemetery, $12.00 pkis a special appropriation of $50.00 paid to Guy Nelson for removing
a large hurricane stump and building over the front
wall at Chestnut Hill Cemetery, $3.60 on the Poor Farm
Cemeterv, and the balance of $537.55 on Meadowview
Cemetery.
Thirt\'-five dollars was paid to Albert Caron to take
down several rotted trees and trim others in the Old
Cemetery. These trees were damaged by the hurricane
of 1938 and ha\e gradually deteriorated until they were
a menace and unsightly. Twent\'-t\\o dollars was spent
for loam and with the aid of a few loads of dirt from vour
Highwav Department, ^ our Sexton has tried to make a
lawn in front of the Cricket Corner Cemeterv. Owing
to the lack of rain last fall it was not accomplished, but
hope in the spring we will have better luck.
Your Sexton stripped and made o\er three old lots
in Meadowview Cemeter\" that were a menace to the
care and looks in the cemetery and with the good suppl\
of water from )our new pump were \er\- green and
five

beautiful last

fall.

Fifteen dollars and sixtv cents was paid out for geraniums for beds and urns around the cemeteries. Rain
through the summer was very abundant and as all know,
it was quite a problem to keep the grass down, but the
cemeteries were a beautiful c;reen all summer.

CLARENCE

H.

HAGAR,
Sexton.
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TREASURER'S REPORT - AMHERST LIBRARY
RECEIPTS
Jan.

1,

1947, cash on

hand

$ 224 67

Appropriation
Trust Funds
Fines and sale of books

1000 00
220 00
78 35

$1523 02

DISBURSEMENTS
Salaries

$312
350
22
80
434
9
68
245

Books and magazines
Lights

Fuel
Care of house and grounds
Supplies

Upkeep and miscellaneous
Dec. 31, 1947, cash on hand

00
58
28
35
47
34
68
32

$1523 02
Respectfully submitted,

LAWRENCE

E.

CLARK,
Treasurer.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF AMHERST LIBRARY
This has been an unusually busy year for the library
number of patrons has increased and the circulation has been larger than heretofore.
A total of 194 books has been added to the shelves,
of which 117 ha\'e been classified as adult fiction, 38 as
adult non-fiction, 29 as juvenile fiction and 20 as juvenile
non-fiction. In addition to books, 24 magazines are
available to borrowers.
as the

The

circulation for the year has

Adult fiction
Adult non-fiction
Adult magazines

Adult

total

Grand

The

been

as follows:

3619
788
1472

Juvenile fiction

5879

Juvenile total

Juvenile magazines

total ciiculation

who

179
123

2396

8275

plan, inaugm^ated last year, of leaving a deposit

of books at the elementary classrooms has

tinued.

2094

Juvenile non-fiction

By

cannot

this practice
\ isit

it

is

felt that

been con-

many

children

the library thus ha\e an opportunity to
As no records have been kept by the

use the books.
teachers showing the number of times the books have
been loaned these figures do not form a part of the
report gi\ en above.
Grateful acknowledgement of gifts of money, books
and magazines is made to Mr. Herbert Hixon, Mr.
Cleaveland Campbell, VIr. Winey, Mr. George Hardmg,
Mrs. Willis T. Fisher and to others whose names, owing
to the absence of the regular librarian we are not able
to state.

In the spring the interior of the building was cleaned
and renovated throughout and the floors were waxed.
Necessary repairs ha\ e been made including some much
needed work on the roof. The grounds ha\ c been well
kept and much credit is due to Robert Kruger for Iiis
work on them.
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Amherst people have made increased use of the
privilege of borrowing from the New Hampshire State
Librar\-, both of books and of victrola records. This
library renders a valuable service to the people of the
state in making available to them books which, either

because of their cost or the infrequency of the demand
for them, their local libraries do not have.
Miss Margaret Moser, who has served as librarian
for several years, left for an extended vacation the
middle of November. Mrs. Guy Nelson is serving as
librarian during her absence.
In October, Dr. John LeBosquet, who has rendered
splendid service on the Library Board for several years,
resigned as he was about to move from town, and Mr.
Henrv Mitchell has been appointed to take his place.
The hours will continue to be Tuesday, 2:00 to 5:00,
and Fridav, 2:00 to 5:00 and 6:30 to 8:30.
Respectfully submitted,

MRS.'

GUY

H. NELSON,
Acting Librarian.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
OF THE TOWN OF AMHERST, N. H.
For the Year Ending December

31, 1947

On hand January 1, 1947
Accrued interest Souhegan Sav. Bank
Accrued interest Nashua Trust Co.
Accrued interest Wilton Savings Bank
Accrued interest Manchester Sav. Bank
Total interest received in 1947

S 772 70

163 62
13 87
313 42
433 65
1423 57

$3120 83

RECAPITULATION
Balance on hand (checking account)

Souhegan Sav. Bank
interest Nashua Trust Co.
interest Wilton Sa\ings Bank
interest Manchester Sa\ ings Bank
Total amount expended in 1947

Accrued
Accrued
Accrued
Accrued

interest

803

1>
05

CO

PQ

U
w
Q
O
Q

H

O

H
W
ffl

o
CD
Q
H
pn

H

o
H
P?
C
Ph
M
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REPORT OF THE TOWN HALL COMMITTEE
Articles 25 and 26 in the warrant for the 1947 town
meeting were \'oted upon in the affimiative. These
articles pro\'ided respectively for:

The sum

of $725.00 to complete the renovation
Hall kitchen and to pro\'ide a drv well for
the kitchen sink. The renovations ha\'e been completed
and the dry well has been installed.
a.

to the

b.

Town

The sum

and new

of $420.00 for urgently

installations as listed in

needed

repairs

Item 2 of the report

Committee dated February 24, 1947. The
entrance wiring for electricitv has been installed to conform to fire underwriters' requirements. The exterior
of

this

woodwork of this Town Hall building has been painted
and windows reglazed where necessarv. Screens for the
kitchen and dining hall ha\ e been installed.
Your committee recommends for 1948:

ITEM 1. That the sum of $1500.00 Ix^ raised and
appropriated in accordance with Article 10 in the warrant for the 1948 town meeting, in order to further the
program originalK* laid out bv )'Our committee. The
sum of $1000.00 was raised and appropriated for the
same pinpose, under Article 27 in the warrant for the
1947 town meeting.
Your committee feels it should be pointed out that
anv further extensi\e reno\ations to the Town Hall
building, in the way of decoration and of installation of
modern toilet facilities must await the installation of a
heating system.
ITEM

2.

See Article 11 of warrant for 1948.

Your committee recomends that the woodwork,
walls and ceiling of the asseml^b- hall in the Town Hall
building be washed and painted. The installation of a
heating plant would not seriouslv damage these surfaces. While it is desirable to wash and paint wood-
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work, ceiling and walls of the entrance hall, your committee feels that it is not advisable to do so as long as
this entrance hall is used for wood storage.
Respectfully submitted,
BENJAMIN G. BUNDY,
for the Committee.

February

9,

1948.
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REPORT OF THE ROAD COMMISSION
TOWN OF AMHERST, N. H.
For Period Ending March

8,

1948

Pursuant to the authority conferred by the adoption
of Article 30 of the Town Warrant on ^iarch 11, 1947,
your Selectmen appointed three citizens to serve as
Road Commissioners, their duties to comprise assistance
to the Road Agent, in the formation of a long range program for the improvement and maintenance of town
roads and town equipment.
Immediately upon receiving the notice of then appointment, and in an attempt to carry out this mandate,
the first step undertaken was a survey of the towns
road system, and

its

relation to the present

dav needs,

the future prospects, and the accounting methods.
In the analvsis of this sur\ ey, we found that due to

buggy days" and the
coming of the automobile (many taxpayers ha\hig one
or more cars and trucks), that the wear on the main
roads was more severe and rapid than formerly. Consequently, there are heavier maintenance costs.
Your present road system comprises approximateh^
65 miles of town maintained roads, dixided as follows:
about 24 miles of black top hard surfaced roads, and
the balance of 41 miles in dirt, gra\ el and unimproved
the passing of the "horse and

roads.

State maintained roads are not included in the

above figures.
Using the cost figures of the last two years as a basis,
the vearlv upkeep need for hard surfaced roads, translated into dollars,

is

alx)ut $168.75 per mile. This figure

based upon the assumption that each road will be
re-oiled once ev^erv four years.
Given the same gra\el base to whicli a ]:)inder is to
be applied as for a gravel top road costing S 1000.00 per
mile, the oiling and re-oiling procedure is as follows.
is
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First year,

two applications

of tar, costing about

Second

year,

one application

of tar, costing about

Once

$925.00 per mile
575.00 per mile
675.00 per mile

in everv four years

thereafter, costing about

675.00 per mile

We present the following figures as being the closest
average upkeep costs of gravel roads
$1000.00
Gravel base
Resurfacing everv 10 vears,
vearlv cost per mile
$100.00

Grader and labor
trips, at

costs, 3
$10.00 per mile

30.00

Total
$130.00
In order to enable the taxpayers to ascertain the location and kind of roads contained in the road system,

map

being prepared by us, which, when completed, will be hung on the wall of the Selectmen's
office. Each class of road will bear a distinctive color.
In our investigation of the accounting records of the
past and present, it was considered advisable to install
a loose leaf ledger, in which would be entered all of the
charges against each of the appropriations. These
charges, in detail, would be cumulative from day to day
under the respective headings and road designations.
This method of recording will shorten the time requiied
in making out the requirements for the annual town
report, shorten the time needed for auditing and when
made a part of the town's permanent records, will proa large

is

vide access for costs from year to year.
This book was secured, and is now in use.

Long Term Program
Consideration must be given to the needs of the
present and future, in its relation to conditions within
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and beyond the taxpayers' control, the financial and
economic prospects, the changes in the makeup of the
taxpayers, the equitable distribution of appropriations,

and the

state's

nection,

we have been

In the latter conadvised that the T. R. A. assist-

plans for the future.

ance can be expected for some years.
There are four hills which should be graveled and
surface treated with oil to eliminate recurring washing
after each hard rain. They are, Walnut Hill beyond
Chisholm's farm buildings to the old railroad crossing.
Patch Hill from the McDonald buildings to Route 101,
Christian Hill past the Ajam, Larson, Boutelle property,

and the Ponemah

Hill,

located in the southern part of

the town.

From our

sur\ ey,

we found

that there are three sec-

tions in your road svstem that

improved whoUv or

we

belie\e should be

in part, in order to gi\'e a

more

equitable distribution of hard surfaced roads. They
are as follows: South Manchester or Greeley road, the

road leading to New Boston, and the extension of the
hard surfaced road leading from beyond the residence
of Mr. John Fuller to and beyond the present Mack
Hill black section.
If the town wishes to assume a larger proportion of
black roads, we suggest that the above-mentioned sec-

tions

be

We

gi\'en first consideration.

and when these roads are oiled,
the cost be borne by T. R. A. funds, but that no larger
section be undertaken in an\' one \ear than will leave
su^isjest that if

a sizable balance of T. R. A. funds for gravelinir, wherever necessary.

We

believe that, if these suggestions are followed,
the cost of permanent road construction each \ear will
not be burdensome to the taxpayers. The town's contribution on a basis of $1 to $4 would mean an appropriation of approximatelv $975.00 vearl\-.

While there

is

no

article offered this

\ear for ac-
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ceptiiig state

money on

a $1 to $1 basis,

whenever such an opportunity should
be prepared to accept it.

We estimate that the cost of oil alone,
would equal the extra
brush and snow removal.

period,
of

we

exist,

urge that
the

town

over a 12 year
say nothing

initial cost, to

Snow Appropriation

We

have compiled a list of amounts expended for
this branch of service rendered the town. For the last
sixteen years there is a wide variation in amounts expended.
It

appears impossible to accurately anticipate the

amount of appropriation that will be needed each year.
We, therefore, believe it is advisable to inaugurate a
new policv to meet the yearlv requirements. In effect
this policv would be to appropriate the exact amount of
money spent for snow services. The appropriation for
this vear would cover total expenditures to March 1,
1948. Each year thereafter the appropriation would
cover the total amount expended from March 1 of one
year to March 1 of the succeeding year. Add to this
amount the costs of erecting and removing snow fences
and new equipment needed. By this method the amomit
of appropriation required would be self-adjusting, and
would eliminate bad conditions that have existed in
previous years.

Grader

The town must decide whether

to recondition the

present machine or purchase a new one. Our investigation discloses the following details.

The present grader needs
dition

and the

cost

is

to be put in a usable conestimated at about $800.00 to

$1000.00.

There are two tvpes of new machines that seem
adapted to the needs of the town.
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1.

A

machine comparable

present grader will

to

cost about $5565.00.
2. A larger machine, with usual grading equipment,
V plow and side wings for snow removal will cost about

$12,665.00.

Delivery of re-conditioned present grader would
probably be in time for spring needs.
Delivery of a new machine, by several manufacturers, could be made in May 1948.
There are three methods of payment for either procedure.
1.

paid
2.

The

cost of re-conditioning present grader to

be

this year.

The

entire cost of a

new machine

to

be assumed

in 1948.
3.

The

distribution of cost of a

new machme

spread over a period of 4 or 5 years, by issuing

to

be

serial

notes at a low rate of interest.
The grader fund established some years ago has
accumulated $1163.05 to date. This amount could be
used to reduce the 1948 appropriation for the purchase
of a new machine. The present trade-in value of the
old grader

is

about $700.00.

As in the past, it is possil:)le to rent a grader to nearby
towns or to the state highway department. The average
visible gross rental received b\- the town since 1939 is
about $650.00 yearly.

The

smaller of the two machines mentioned above

not suitable for snow removal.
The larger of the two nev\' machines, when equipped
for snow remosal, should insure the roads being kept
open without outside assistance, eliminate very costly
hand shoveling, and take over at least one fourth of the

is

plowing operation.
In conclusion,

we

believe that, due to conditions

beyond the taxpayers' control,
consideration of the demands

careful planning
for the

and

safetv of the
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taxpayers and public who use the roads, is a necessity.
At the same time, consideration must be given to the
probable costs of such services, and to what extent the

town's income, as allocated to the Highway Department, will provide the funds.
We wish to express our appreciation for the fine
spirit of co-operation rendered b}- Mr. Guy Nelson.
Respectfullv submitted,
HAROLD H. WILKINS, Jr.,

RICHARD W. WESTON,

RAYMOND

E.

STIMSON.
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WAR MEMORIAL BOOK COMMUTE REPORT
Final report of committee appointed at the

first

Day. The citizens of Amherst
took into consideration the matter of a Memorial Book

town meeting

after V-J

to record the services of

World War

II.

On March

Amherst men and women in
12, 1946 at the Annual Town

Meeting it was voted that the selectmen appoint a
Memorial Book Committee which would make a re-port at the next Annual Town Meeting. On July 6,
1946, the selectmen accordingh' appointed a group of
citizens to serve as a Memorial Book Committee. This
committee under the chairmanship of Mr. Arthur L.
Underwood, undertook to collect information concerning the war records of Amherst men and women who
had been in the armed services and concernins; activities on the home front; also to investigate the cost and
methods of pul^lishing such a book.
As a result of their efforts an article was published
in the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting of 1947,
and at this meeting it was \ oted "to raise and appropriate the

sum

morial Book".

of 8992.00 for a suitable

War

In connection with Article

II

Me-

12 of the

warrant which dealt witli the appropriation for the
War Memorial Book, the chairman of the Memorial
Book Committee stated at the meeting, that a book
was to be presented as a gift to each \eteran who sent
in his record for inclusion in tlie book, and in the case
of a deceased xeteran, to his familv. He further stated
that the committee recommended that the remaining
books be sold to the public and that the profit therefrom be placed in a trust fund for action at tlic next
Annual Town Meeting.
A committee consisting of Arthur L. Underwood,
chairman; Catherine A. Kru"^er, secretar\'; Nelle I-.
Holmes, editorial chairman; Margaret Moser, Bertha
L. Piper and Harold H. \\'ilkins, Sr., then proceeded
with the task of actually compiling and writing the

73

book. Questionnaires were sent to all veterans eligible
for inclusion in the book or to their families. All information concerning tlie war records of the veterans
is taken from that sent in on these questionnaires when
returned by the veteran or some member of his family, and all engravings are made from pictures submitted
by them. The committee wishes to thank William V.
C. Hall and Philip Currier representing the BradfordLong- Miles-Sullivan Post of the American Legion in
Amherst for serving in an advisory capacity to the committee at the early meetings; Mrs. Donald Davis and

Roger Underwood for articles on World War I and
World War II; Otto Neugebauer for drawings; Bar-

Adams and Brenda Allen for typing assistance
and William Ferguson and William Rotch of the Cabinet Press for their helpful and sympathetic assistance
bara

in so

many

A

very

Holmes,

ways.
special

word

of

appreciation

to

Nelle

knowledge of this type of
work was priceless, she was most helpful to each one
of us, and so to a wonderful helpful Editorial Chairman, thank you, Nelle.
With few exceptions the veterans have received
their copy and many words of thanks have come to
our attention, which is very gratifying. The money
raised and appropriated at the last Town Meeting for
this book has been paid to the Cabinet Press. Some
copies have been sold and there are more available
at $3.50 each. The money from the sale of these books
is to be put into a Trust Fund as mentioned in this
report and at the Town Meeting of 1947.
I

feel sure that her

ARTHUR

L.

UNDERWOOD,
Chairman.
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REPORT OF SELECTMEN
The

submitted for the purpose
preceding financial report
of
and
to present your board's
of your board of selectmen
actions in a more understandable manner. Suggestions
as to future revision of this report will be appreciated.
This year's town report, although considerably revised, does contain some duplication. Limited duplication, however, is necessary, since the selectmen, who
are duectlv responsible for funds raised, report total
disbursements and receipts of the several departments.
Itemized reports for each department are also presented
by the officials or boards who actuallv spend the funds
following report

explaining more

is

fully the

appropriated.

The

first

Valuation and Taxation
and perhaps the most important

of the

selectmen s duties is the annual assessment of town
property for the purpose of establishing the tax rate to
be used in collectine; through taxation the monies raised
and appropriated at Town Meeting. \'aluations were
completed in April, but it \\ as not until after the Special
School Meeting in Julv that the tax rate of S4.56 per
$100.00 of valuation could be determined. The School
Meeting, held partiallv for the purpose of accepting
State monev to reduce taxation, delaved approsal of
the Amherst rate until after the first of August, and
resulted in the borrowing of considera]:)le money to operate on until taxes

had been

collected.

It

made

it

prac-

tically impossible for the taxpayers to take ad\'antage

August first \oted
Meeting.
Valuation of property has been increased by )our
board about 13^' during the last two years (7% in
1946, 6'' in 1947). Present \aluations are considered
reasonable bv the Tax Commission and in line with valuations in surroundiniT towns. Some further increase
of the discount on taxes paid prior to
at the last To\\'n
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may be

unavoidable, but will of course tend to result
lower tax rate. The Amherst rate will continue,
however, to be high as long as the amount of money
raised at Town Meeting is high in proportion to the
in a

Town's valuation.
Over-expenditiires

spend about $2700.00 in excess
due largely
to the following accounts which were over-expended:
Snow Removal, Fire Department, Dumps, Town Poor,
Old Age Assistance, and Legal Advice. The- over
expenditures seemed unavoidable and in the best interIt

was necessary

to

of the appropriations during the past year,

ests of the

Town.

Some money appropriated

for use under the oiling
account in the road department was withheld in order
to offset an over-expenditure in the road maintenance

account.

Town

Hall Building

The report of your Town Hall janitor shows the
Town Hall is serving more and more people each year,
and we would like to call your attention to the need of
improved lavatory

facilities.

We

strongly

recommend

our estimate of $1650.00 for Town Hall Expenses,
$1000.00 of which is to be used for modern sanitary
lavatory arrangements.
Miscellaneous

During the year dangerous trees were removed
from the village and cemeteries.
Parking areas were laid out around the Post Ojffice
according to recommendations of a committee appointed by the Amherst Men's Club.
A series of lights w^as maintained during the winter
at Lake Baboosic to accommodate several newly established residences.
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The Town Hall was made available
Boy Scouts for their regular meetings.

to the

Amherst

Your board reluctantly denied a request

for the use
Hall for a basketball
court since in their judgment the building is not properly constructed for such usage, and the maintenance of

of the auditorium of the

the hall

would have been

Town

excessive.

Boundaries for a village district were laid out and
a meeting of voters in said district called; this resulted
in establishing the present

"Amherst Village

Installation of the street lights voted

Town Meeting was

District.

the last
considerably delayed due to lack
at

of materials.

A new

method of approving and paying bills has
been set up and should be more eflBcient. Correspondence from the State Tax Commission has since been
received, and they feel the new system will be a decided
advantage.
Substitution of the temporar\ honor roll hx a permanent record in the Town Hall was not made since
the Tax Commission advised us the funds voted at last
Town Meeting were not legal because no article was in
the town warrant pertaining to the same; however,
since the selectmen ha\ e

made arrangements

for \A'orld

and World War H honor rolls, it is hoped funds
will be appropriated according to article 26 in the
present town warrant.
The contents of the Fire House were insured for
$2000.00; workmen's compensation was re\ised to include coverage of labor on snow removal.
The board requests better cooperation from the
townspeople in the use of the town dump. For the first
time it became necessar}- this past year to ha\ e a bulldozer for the second time push the accumulation of
debris and rubbish over the bank. At that second time
a fire break was cleared around the area, which not only
reduced the fire hazard but also increased the capacitv

War

I
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of the

dump.

Please! Will all persons using the

the future throw

dump

in

rubbish o\er the bank.
A petition requesting the selectmen to petition the
Superior Court for permission to hold a Special Town
Meeting for the purpose of rescinding action taken on
eight articles pertaining to Town Road Aid was presented to tlie Court. Permission to hold the special meeting

was denied.

all
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AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT
Diirins: this the first vear

Amherst

\^illao;e

District

we

of

the

feel that

existence of the

we have made

a

towards a possible water system. While individuals usuallv have trouble "getting something for
apparent when the residents of this
it is
nothing,
village voted to establish a District for the purpose of
finding out if we could afford a public water system that
they thought somehow a town could do what an individual could not.
fair start

"

We

have spent the past vear attempting to get a

report in which

we had

sufiicient confidence to bring

before the District meeting for a vote. Last fall we regretfully accepted the resignation of Mr. Donald Saw-

who has moved awav from Amherst. His position
on the Board has been filled b\' Mr. George H\de.
Before e\en a preliminar\' estimate of cost can be
made for a water svstem, the area must first be surveyed
and a piping la\out designed based on the load requii"ements for both domestic ser\ice and fire protection.

yer

We

first

turned to the Federal Government for engin-

eering funds and found that the last Congress had not
made anv appropriation. This being the case we were

obliged to find another source of technical information
without cost.
W^e have talked with se\ eral engineers and find that
it will cost in the neighborhood of $2000.00 for a complete survey, design, financial report
cost.

One

firm

of

nationallv

and estimate of

known

engineers

has

no initial cost. We will be
obliged to retain them when and if we vote to install
a water svstem. When this report is presented and if
it appears beyond our financial means to carry out the
project, we will be under no obligation for the report.
It is obvious that the abo\e mentioned report will
not be available in time for the regular District meeting:.
offered to

do

this for us at
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We

expect to

trict

meeting of the Village Disa report, probably sometime in May

call a special

when we have

of this year.

The money spent

for town water will be counterlower insurance rate and better
fire protection for all town property including schools,
churches and other public buildings. For this reason
it is felt that the Amherst people who reside outside of
the District also have a verv real stake in the issue at
hand. This was brought out very forcibly by the severe
drought condition of last fall and the heavy snows of

balanced by a

25%

During either of these periods the
center of Amherst could very easily have been wiped
out, thus destroying a high percentage of the total taxable property of the town.
this past winter.

When upon

receipt of a definite estimate of cost, a

water system seems economically justified, it is hoped
that everv resident of Amherst will ijive it careful consideration.

CHARLES

A.

TRACY,

GEORGE B. HYDE,
LAWRENCE C. HALL.
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REPORT OF ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS
During the year 1947 the Board of Adjustments held
meetings and two public hearings.
Amendments have been made to the Zoning Ordi-

six special

nance.

Board of Adjustments of Amherst, N. H., has only been functioning
since April, 1946. Without doubt the board has made
some mistakes and errors; ne\ertheless we feel strongly
that after a few minor details ha\ e been ironed out
things will run along smoothl\- and be of much benefit
to the town in the years to come.

You

are aware of course that the

Signed:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS,
Charles F. Young (Chaii-man)
Harold J. Cutting,
Frederick W, Mosher,

Arthur L. Underwood,
George A. Knight (Secretary).

REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL
As Administrati\e Official I wish to report that during the year 1947 29 permits ha\ e been granted for the
following pinposes
16 new liuildiniis
4 remodelling
7 signs

2

new

businesses

wish to state that the citizens of Amherst have cooperated with me in making our Zoning Ordinance a
I

success.

ALLEN

D.

HOWARD.
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REPORT OF THE TOWN HALL JANITOR
The Amherst Town Hall building has been used
more in the last two years than in the past. The following

is

a listing of the different organizations in the

Town

and the number of times they have used the building.
In addition to those listed the Town Office is used by
the Town Clerk daily and by the Selectmen and Treasurer Friday evenings and all day the first Saturday of
each month. The Baptist Church, King's Daughters and

Women's
building;

Association used only the downstairs of the
the Legion, School, Grange and Amherst

Parent-Teacher Association used both
Organization

floors.

8z?

FIRE ALARM SIGNALS
1

long

2 All

Amherst Village

Out

3 Brush Fire
4 Ponemah
5 Cricket Corner
11 Converse Mill
12 Baboosic Lake
13 Manchester State Road
14 Chestnut Hill
15 Hubbard District
21 Mont Vernon-New Boston Rd.
22 Christian Hill
23 The Acre
31 Out of Town
6 Boy Scouts
32 Legion Call
2 long No School
In case of fire call Milford 172-W.
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FOREST FIRE PROBLEM SERIOUS
The year 1947 was one
and

of the worst periods of drouth

forest fire occurrence in eastern

United States

his-

Lack of water ruined crops, lowered water levels
and dried up brooks everywhere. Three months of deficient rainfall and abnormally high temperatures resulted in many fires which were mostly well controlled
and kept within bounds. Only the high winds beginning on October 23rd caused a few fires to escape
bevond immediate control. These few fires resulted in
burning some 15,000 acres and the loss of 63 or more
buildings in four New Hampshire towns.
All October fires were costly. They burned deeply
in the ground and required day and night patrol of
large crews of men until the rains came late in October.
Towns which escaped from serious fires might easily
have been in the midst of the most serious conflagrations
tory.

we

had.

Governor Dale closed the woods effective at midnight of October 15th. With the blow-up of October
23rd, a second proclamation closed all back roads and
authorized towns to inaugurate patrol. The effect of
this was to cut down subsequent fires for the rest of the
dry period.

warden forces performed an admirable
more than 200 fires that occurred during
this October period. Many men were taxed to the utmost as the emergency continued. To them and all
Local

fire

job to hold the

those
shire

who
owe

did their work, the people of

a debt of gratitude.

New Hamp-

The state forest fire contown wardens and town

agency based on local
crews wherever adequately equipped rose to the occasion and met the test in whatever town their services
were needed.
trol

It is

now

time to take stock everywhere of our

fighting facilities for the season

fire

ahead and to make them
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adequate where necessary. To this end town fire plans
and training programs for wardens, deputies and other

key

men

progress.

in
If

each

are being arranged or in

district

equipment and

tools are insuflBcient prop-

man power

in each communwith the right tools for the job, they should be provided for at once. The yearly addition of fire tools to
the town supply will generally need to be built up. The
state sells tools to the towns and shares one-half their
cost. Good equipment is important and can help greatly
to keep both damage and fire costs at a minimum.
For many years we have requested our wardens not
to issue burning permits except on rainy days. This
regulation will be in effect again this year as it is one
of tlie best means of assuring such fires from getting out
of control. Nine out of every ten fires can be prevented,
98 per cent of all fires being due to human carelessness.
Be sure to get a permit for any fire in or near woodland
when the ground is free from snow. Be sure your fires
are always out before you lea\'e them. Help us in
getting the travelling public to keep from throwing out
lighted matches or cigarettes. Be careful of all fires in
or near woodland.

erly to equip the available
ity

CHARLES

F.

YOUNG,

District Chief.

1947

Number

FIRE RECORD
8

of fires

6%

Acreage burned

CHIEF

A. L. MARTIN,
Forest Fire Warden.
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AMHERST SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL OFFICERS
Term
Mr. Donald Swain, Chairman

Expires
1950

Mrs. Cevie Weston, Secretary

1949

Mr. Charles F. Prior

1948

Harold C. Bowlev

Superintendent of Schools

Headmaster of High School

Richard A. Grodin

Treasmer

Mrs. Catherine Kruger

H.

S.

Moderator

Allen

Oscar Bmns, M. D.

School Physician

Esther E. McCormick, R. N.

School Nurse

Donald Swain

Truant Officer

Mrs. Catherine Kruger

Clerk

SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR
Begin
September

1947-48

Close

1947
January 5, 1948
March' 1, 1948
x\pril 26, 1948
(Holidays: Nov.
3,

December

19,

February

20,

1947
1948
April 16, 1948
June— to be determined
11, 27, 28, 1947;

May

31, 1948)

SUGGESTED SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR
Begin
September 8, 1948
January 3, 1949
February 28, 1949

May

2,

1949

(Holiday:

Nov.

1948-49

Close

December

22,

February

18,

1948
1949
April 22, 1949
Jmie— to be determined
11, 25, 26, 1948;

May

30, 1949.)
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Warrant

Annual School Meeting

for

THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To

the Inhabitants of the School District in the town

New

of Amherst,

Hampshire, qualified

to vote

in disti'ict affairs:

You

meet at the Town Hall
on the 9th day of March 1948, at 2

are hereby notified to

in said district

upon the following

o'clock in the afternoon, to act
subjects:
1.

2.

To choose

a Moderator for the

To choose
To choose

a Clerk for the ensuing vear.

To choose

a Treasurer for the ensuing year.

coming

year.

3.
a Member of the School Board for
the ensuing three years.
4.

5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the
School Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any other officers or agents of the district.

6.

To hear

Com-

the reports of Agents, Auditors,

mittees, or Officers chosen,

and pass

an^• \ote relating

thereto.
7.

To choose

relation to
8.

To

Agents, Auditors and Committees in

any subject embraced

see

ation in the

the district will \'ote to

if

amount

and the payment of

tlie

To

see

10.

To

see

support of

tlie

])e

alter-

assessed

pul:)lic

school board

how much money

schools

in

its

an-

the district will raise

for insurance on school propert\'.

how much money

and appropriate

make any

statutor\' obligations of the

tlic

district, as determined In
nual report.

and appropriate

wanant.

of mone\' required to

for tlie ensuing year for

9.

in this

the district will raise

for special repairs

school propert)' and for

ne^^'

and alterations of

equipment.
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11.

To

see

if

the district will authorize the school

board and two other legal voters of the district, appointed by the Moderator, to act as a special committee to consider the feasibility of forming a cooperative secondary school district and to report to the district not later dian October 15th its finding including
l)uilding requii-ements,

program of

studies, capital in-

vestment, operational costs of such a district and such
otlier matters as may deemed material.
12. To see if tlie district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of not exceeding $150 to cover the
cost of preparation of the report and traveling expenses
of the special committee.

13.

To

see

the district will vote to direct the
committee of three to work
with the school board in investigating the need of additional rooms for the elementary school and in connection therewith additions to and alterations of the

Moderator

if

to appoint a

present school plant, and to instmct said committee
recommendations and estimates at an adjourned meeting to be held not later than October
to report
15th.

ly

14. To transact an}^ other business which may
come before said meeting.

Given under our hands
day of Februarv 1948.

at said

Amherst

DONALD
CHARLES

N.
F.

legal-

this

5th

SWAIN,
PRIOR,

CEVIE M. WESTON,
School Board.
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SUMMARY
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF AMHERST

SCHOOL BOARD
(For the Fiscal Year July

1,

1946 to June 30, 1947)

Total Receipts
Total Payments

$28,145 41
28,035 23

Cash balance June

30,

1947

$

110 18

RECEIPTS IN DETAIL
Federal Aid:
National School Lunch

From

$

652 62

State:

Equalization fund (state aid)
837 53
From Selectmen Raised by Taxation:
* 24,544 00
Appropriation
From Sources Other Than Taxation:
Dog licenses
$ 41 14
Elementary school tuitions
692 57

Income from local
Other receipts

trust funds

379 02
30 23
1,142 96

Total Receipts from

all

Cash on hand July

1,

sources

1946

GRAND TOTAL
* Includes

$27,177 11

968 30
$28,145 41

Deficiency Appropriation of $2,500.00

voted March

13, 1947.

AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE
Requiied by the State Board of Education from
all State Aided Districts.
This is to certify tliat we have examined the books
and other financial records of the school board of Am(

which this is a tme summary for the
year ending June 30, 1947, and find them correctly cast and properly vouched.
herst, N. H., of
fiscal

ORSON H. BRAGDON,
GEORGE H. HOWARD,
July 15, 1947.

Auditors.
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REPORT OF TREASURER
(For the Fiscal Year July

CATHERINE KRUGER,
111

1,

1946 to June 30, 1947)

Treasurer,

account with the School District of Amherst
Dr.
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ABSTRACT OF REPORT OF CLERK TO STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION, SCHOOL BOARD,

AND SELECTMEN
Revenue Voted March

District

13,

1947, for School

Year 1947-1948

Amounts appropriated
Support of high school
Support of elementary schools
Salaries

Truant

of district officers
officer

and school census

Superintendent's excess salary
$2 per capita tax for supervision
Administration and retirement

for:

$ 9,025 00

17,850 00

212
50
357
416
610

00
00
00
00
00

Specials:

Deficiency
Insurance

2,500 00

190 00
300 00
300 00

Bulkhead
New equipment

Amount

of School Board's Budget
and Specials
Less estimated income
Amount to be raised by taxation for
budget and appropriations

$31,810 00
1,700 00

$30,110 00

CATHERINE KRUGER,
Clerk of School District.

March

13, 1947.
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PAYMENTS
July
(Classification

1,

1946 to June 30, 1947

and numbering conform

to

counting system required in state-aided
Administration

:

S212 00

1.

Salaries of district officers

2.

426 00
Superintendent's excess salary
50 00
Truant officer and school census
340 55
Expenses of administration

3.
4.

state

ac-

districts.)
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21.
22.
23.

Outlay for Construction and Equipment:
Lands and new buildings
$000 00
Alterations of old buildings
568 21
New equipment
818 23
1386 44
Special:

Rebates
$ 14 00
28. School lunch reimbursements
from State
652 62

27.

666 62
Total Payments

$28,035 23

Expenditures Distributed as Follows:
General expenses
$ 3,839 10
For support of high school
9,521 45
For support of elem. schools
14,674 68
$28,035 23

96

PAYMENTS IN DETAIL
July

1.

1,

1946 to June 80, 1947

Salaries of District Officers:

S50 00
Charles F. Prior, school board
Donald Swain, school board
Arthur L. Underwood, school board
Mrs. Cevie Weston, school board

rS,

Mrs. Catherine Kniger, treasurer
Mrs. Catherine Kruger, clerk
^^^^-^H^rokl
Wilkins, Jr.^ moderator

H

Orson Bragdon, auditor
George Howard, auditor
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5.

Teachers' Salaries:

$1630
800
2236
1181
1900
591
1630
1880
1880
1922
312
579
49

Charlotte A. Boutell

Eva Gagnon
Richard Grodin
Gladys Larson
Marion Macklin
Virgina Marshall

Mary McGee
Bertha Piper

Miriam Roby
Frederick Small
Elsie Wheeler
Flora White

Jane Barry
Barbara DeVittori

Ednumd

7
21

Hart

207

Hodges
Margaret Moser
Lillian

Marjorie Odell
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Balance
Tax adiustment

14
12
11

00
00
00
06
00
50
00
00
00
16

00
00
00
00
00
60
00
00
25
20

'

* $16,863
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*This amount includes deductions for Blue Cross and
Blue Shield, $85.05; tax, $1,585.22; and retirement,
$215.60.
6.

Textbooks:

$416 75

Textbooks
7.

Scholars' Supplies:

$625 71

Scholars' supplies
8.

County

Flags and Appurtenances:

$6 75

Stores, flags
9.

Amherst T.

Other Expenses of Instruction:
E. A., graduation

speaker
Catherine Hammond lipreading

$ 12 30

140 00

98

Houghton Miffliii Co., tests
Lyons and Carnahan, tests
Millei-Lamb-Himter

23 33
7 75
1

O. H. Toothaker, reference books

64

4 09

$189 31
10. Janitor Service:

James H. Phelps, Village and Clark Schools *$1000 00
*This amount includes $21.60 deducted for Blue Cross
and Blue Shield.
11. Fuel:

Fuel

$731 77
Water, Light and Janitor Supplies:
Water, light, janitor supplies
$279 47
12.

18.

The Countv

Minor Repairs and Expenses

Stores, Inc

,

supplies

Clarence Hagar, mower sharpened
William A. Hart, removing rubbish

$ 3 47

3

Frank Martin, removing ashes
Warren C. McCullough, repairs
at high school
Ernest Miles, mowing
Milford Home Furnishing, shades,
cord
Milford Machine \\'orks, repairs
James H. Phelps, sash cords

Raymond's, supplies
C. A. Sanborn, repairing,

painting fence

Ralph

J.

Sloan, painting, roof repairs

C. A. Spaulding, labor and repairs

Wheeler Brothers,
G. F.

Wyman,

repairs

clock repair

5
65
22
69

00
00

41
52
2 50

$301 81

99
15. Transportation:

Malcolm D. Clark
18.

$3,500 00

Other Special

Activities:

$100 62

Otlier special activities
19.

Tax

State-Wide Supervision:

for

$372 00

State Treasurer, $2 per capita tax

20. Insurance and Other Fixed Charges:
Insurance
$189 00
Retirement
196 49
$385 49
22. Alterations of Old Buildings:
C. A. Spaulding, ceiling, repairs
$299 23

Gault Plumbing

&

Heating, repairs 268 98

$568 21
23.

New

Equipment:

Raymond

A. Dyer, treas.; Share
Visual Survey

$ 16 45

John C. Duff Co., typewriter tables

W.

R. Locke, fixtures

Virginia Marshall, desk
Stickney's, burlap

Underwood

Corp., typewriters

75 00
106 00
15 00
2 10

603 68

$818 23
27. Rebates:

Boston Children's Friend Society,
tuition rebate

$14 00

28. School Lunch:
Harold C. Bowley, reimbursement
for milk
$ 18 66
Mrs. Donald Swain, School Lunch
reimbursements
633 96

$652 62
Total Payments

$28,035 23
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CERTIFICATE
This

to certify that tlie iiifoniiation contained in

is

this report

plete

and

was taken from

official

records and

correct to the best of our

is comknowledge and be-

The accounts

are kept in accordance with Section
24 of Chapter 82 of the Revised Laws of New Hampshire (Commissioner's Report 1941) and upon fomis
prescribed by the State Tax Commission.
lief.

DONALD SWAIN,
MRS. CEVIE WESTON,
F. PRIOR,

CHARLES

School Board.

Harold C. Rowley, Superintendent.

AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE
(Required by the State Board of Education from

Aided Districts)
This is to certify that we have examined die books
and other financial records of the school board of Amherst, N. H., of which tiiis is a ti^ue summary for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1947, and find them correctly cast and properlv vouched.
all

'

State

'

ORSON H. BRAGDON.
GEORGE H. HOWARD,
Auditors.

July 15, 1947.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To

the School Board and Citizens of Amherst:

I herewith present my ninth annual report, the
twenty-ninth in the series.

A

list

of teachers

is

Teachers
printed elsewhere

in this report.

need comment only upon the changes. Mr, F. A.
Small resigned the Headmastership last March to take
I

a similar position in Massachusetts.

continued

its

difficulties.

You

The

first

grade

will recall that Mrs.

Eva Gagnon had assumed this work after Mrs. Marshall had to leave, and then Mrs. Gagnon was forced
to leave due to a change in family conditions. We had
substitutes for quite a period, until Mrs. Marshall was
able to return and finish the year. Mrs. Gladys Larson,
who had become part-time and then full-time teacher
of Grade II, could not return to start the present school
year, and Miss Marion Macklin of the High School
Commercial work obtained a position nearer to her
home. Mrs. Flora White, who had finished out the
year from about April
this year,

1st,

did not desire to continue

and Mr. Robert McDonough

was chosen

for the position.

Mr.

of Worcester

McDonough

has re-

cently presented his request for release and has already been succeeded by Mr. Francis Carroll, whose

name appears on

the list of present teachers.
Teachers' salaries have not kept pace with the inThe average salary in New
creases in other Hues.
Hampshire of all school personnel, men and women,
is now just under $2,300; while the national average of
industrial wages is about $2,650. This comparison takes
no account of the higher professional requirements for
teaching. In one of the most progressive countries of
the world, the average teacher receives about twice
as much as the industrial worker and the training

102
is much longer. I quote the N. A. M. Congress
1947— "We have placed in the hands of our school
teachers one of the most important tasks confronting
us— the job of making patriotic American citizens of

period
of

our children. Let us set ever higher standards for our
school teachers and pay them proper salaries for the
important task we have entrusted to them." The
C. I. O. and A. F. of L. have expressed similar views.
As the available supply of teachers is limited, I
urge you to make funds available to adequately pay
your teaching staff. The New Hampshire P. T. A.
President calls attention to the small number of teacher
college graduates and urges increased compensation.
Retirement, marriage and other reasons may cause a
hundred elementary grade openings in this State.
Changes may result in a hundred other cases. Finances
certainly will not produce teachers if none are to be
had, but will help if any desirable candidate is available.

Costs

Trends in school costs are upward. I give you the
per pupil school costs for tliis Union, so that you may
know the facts. Whether the upward trend is too little
leave to your judgment as you compare
these costs with the costs of every other item in your

or too

much,

I

living.

Elementary Grades 1-8
Amherst
Brookline
Hollis

Milford

1941-42
80.76
55.26
89.70
76.95
132.95

1946-47 Estimates
103.74
82.43
116.67
107.26
154.64

124.64
77.42

245.00
220.00
180.00

Mont Vernon
High School Grades 9-12
102.60
Amherst
Hollis

Milford

Trial
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able, could

improve

its

service

by emplo}aTient

of a

music teacher or

full-time school nurse, a full-time

possibly two, an art teacher, and the employment of
expert handwriting service on a part-time basis. These

We

need
items should be union-wide and as a unit.
integration of efforts without dulling the endeavors
of any individual community. There are now too many
people concerned with the program to affect too definite a responsibility. As the superintendent has influence in all the Union, so should the field workers

who work under his guidance and direction.
Again I am very grateful to all who have
buted

to the success of the school.

I

contri-

pay especial

ute to the teachers and to the School Board.
mirable spirit of cooperation has pervaded

trib-

An

ad-

all

our

efforts.

Very respectfuUv,

HAROLD

C.

BOWLEY,

Superintendent of Schools.

January 30, 1948.
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FOR

STATISTICS

Average number of half-days

Whole number

1946-1947

350

in session

of different pupils registered:
'

Girls 108; Boys 110;
Enrollment by grades:

Total

218

1-28; 11-25; III-20; lV-23; V-18; VI-25;

VlI-16; VIII-18; IX-10; X-15; XI-9; XII-10;
P. G.-l;
Total
Average daily attendance in high school

218

for year

37.65

Average daily attendance

in

schools for year
Per cent of attendance in

all

elementary
144.95

schools for year
Number of cases of tardiness in all
schools (last year 105)

Number
Number

93.62

not absent nor tardy during school year
of visits

made

to schools by:

School Board Members
Superintendent of Schools

13

166
169
17

Citizens

Number

of School

226
4

Board meetings held

PERFECT ATTENDANCE
For School Year 1946-1947
Grade X, Jesse Trow; Grade VIII, Reginald Trow^;
Grade VI, Jean Davis, Thelma Lamb.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES-JUNE
Joan D. Ballou
Richard C. Cody
Richard G. Crocker

1947

Barbara R. Howard
Bradford Locke
Mildred M. Malone
Carl A. Wilson

Allen R. Ferretti

June

P.

Young

106

PUPILS COMPLETING

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

JUNE

1947

Edwin Arnold

Jean Larson
William Long
Robert
alone
James Manessis
Richard Millard
Elizabeth Parker
Arnold PeiTin

Earl CanJoan Clark
Joanne Field
Nanette Foss

M

Donald Hemenway
Reginald

Lamb
William Watts

ENROLLMENT TABLE AS OF JANUARY

31,

1948
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RETURN OF SCHOOL CENSUS
SEPTEMBER 1947
Mrs. Cevie M, Weston, Enumerator

Number
Number

enumerated 5 to 16
enumerated 5 to 16
Total enumerated 5 to 16

Number
Number
Number
Number

of boys

of girls

5 to 8 not in school
8 to 14 not in school
14 to 16 not in school
5 to 16 registered in Amherst Schools
September 30, 1947
Number over 16 registered in Amherst schools
September 30, 1947
Number 5 to 16 attending school outside Amherst
Number 5 to 16 who live in other towns
attending Amherst schools

132
112
244
26
1
1

205
15
11
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REPORT OF THE HEADMASTER
To

the Superintendent of Schools, the

Amherst School Board, and the

Town

members

of the

citizens

of the

of Amherst:

Herewith is submitted the annual report of the
Amherst High School and grades seven and eight of
the Village School. Registration figures as of February
1, 1948 were grade 12, 6; grade 11, 15; grade 10, 9;
grade 9, 13; grade 8, 14; grade 7, 24. These figures
continue to show the steady increase in enrollment in
the hish school. The increase in the elementary school
greater. The problem of
is, of course, considerabh
insufficient housing, mentioned in previous annual reports, is upon us. The fourth grade has been moved
into the high school building, necessitating moving
the Commercial classes to the nearby annex. At present there are approximately one hundred and forty
persons occupying the high school building.
The subjects offered this year in the high school are:
Language: English 9, 10, 11, 12, Latin 1, French 2;
Social Science: current world problems, history of
civilization; Mathematics: geometry, elementar\' algebra; Science:
office practice,

chemistry, general science; Commercial:
shorthand 1, typewriter 1, typewriter 2,

consumer education, junior business training, personal
typewriting. The above listings alternate with addieach year. The seventli grade curricuEnglish, history, geographw and arithmetic.
eighth grade is English, historw science, and

tional courses

lum

The

is

-\Iusic is offered one hour a week and during two activity periods for the sexentli and eightli
grades and is elective for the liigh school.
This year the entire curriculum has been directed
toward a more general utilization of skills, knowledges,

arithmetic.

and habits earned

made

at school.

Adjustments have been

in almost ever) subject to pro\ ide a

more func-
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tional traming for the great majority of our students

who

are neither preparing for a specific vocation nor
It is for tliis "general" group that an additional year of science at the ninth and tenth year

for college.

was introduced. The course in consumer educawas redesigned for the benefit of diose who will
become consumers of business products, rather than
level
tion

producers.

Instead of the traditional course in Euronew course
in modern problems in which newspapers, magazines,
and radio commentary form the texts, with a basic
history book for background material. In chemistry
an additional two weeks unit in radio-activity and the
atomic bomb is incuded. Despite these innovations,
no portion of the college-preparatory curriculum has
been omitted. New text books in many of the courses
provide additional interest and incentive to the pupils.
A good deal of the credit for the continued success
and popularity of the commercial course belongs to
Miss Marie Moriarty, who instructs in these subjects

pean

and

history, Miss Piper has originated a

also acts as coach for girls' sports.
Miss Miriam Roby instructs in mathematics and
Mr. Francis Carroll in English and social studies. Their
excellent work in these fields of endeavor provides
Amherst's schools with a caliber of mstruction of which
the community ought to feel justly proud.
It is appropriate to mention here that the National
Education Association has awarded the teaching staff
of Amherst High School a certificate of commendation
and an honor medal for this year for its high professional spirit and 100 a membership in that organization. Three of the five teachers in the high school
possess the Master of Arts Degree, and in each case
have been elected to an honorary societ)' for excellence in scholarship. Within the past year two of the
three elementary teachers who do not yet possess the A.
B. degree have taken university courses toward that de-
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gree. I believe tliis high standard of professional preparation compares favorably with other institutions,
both public and private. A pupil who maintains a

good

Amherst High School is
further education. We need no

scholastic average at

well prepared for
apology for the faculty, the course study, or for the
conduct of our pupils.
Large numbers of pupils, increasing scope of activities, and limited facilities have presented obstacles,
but these obstacles have been opportunities for greater
development of the entire pupil personality A studentelected, student-directed safety council has assumed
resposibilit\' for the safetv and well-being of all pupils
within the high school building. Amherst this }ear
a pioneer in sports activities. On one athleperiod a week two touch-football teams played
a series of games. Practices were held after school
hours. Other schools in the Southern New Hampshire
League are planning to follow Amherst's example and
increase the sports calendar to a sport for each season. It is planned to expand the program to include
a spring and fall athletic program for the girls as well.
Although Amherst is the onlv high school in the \'icinity with no gymnasium facilities within the town, the

was again
tic

and bovs have journeyed to Wilton to practice
and have given creditable perfonnances. Our
baseball teams were more successful, both teams wingirls

at night

ning the majorit\ of games; the bovs reaching a playoff for the league championship.
Our school acti\ ities are numerous and \aried, and
the social calendar is filled with enjoyable and purposeful school events. Several of these activities would
have been impossible to conduct without the generosity of Mr. Malcolm D. Clark, who has not only continued to give gratuitous use of his busses for transportation to basketball games, Init also for such en-

Ill
terprises as our

chester this

\'isit

to the

Freedom Train

in

Man-

fall.

Our active Parent Teachers Association has always
given generous and loyal support to our school activities.
Nowhere has this proven more important than
in the splendid hot-lunch program it conducts. The
effect or these nourishing, low-cost meals upon the
health and welfare of the children of the community
is

of great

and permanent value.

The movie projector continues to provide enrichment of instruction and entertainment to the pupils.
The movie committee has initiated a series of public
performances on Friday evenings during the fall and
spring months, thus contributing not only to pupil entertainment, but to the town as well.
Our complex environment demands that the education furnished in our schools provide an appreciation of democracy, a strong, healthy body, an intelligent, progressive spirit, as well as thorough academic
training. It is toward these objectives that we are
working. Performing that work in Amherst has ]:)een
a privilege and a pleasure. I v/ish to thank the members of the School Board, the Superintendent of
Schools, the School Facult)% and the Citizens of Am-

and cooperation.
Respectfully submitted,
RICHARD A. GRODIN,

herst for guidance, aid,

Headmaster.
Amherst, N. H., Februarv

1,

1948.
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Experience

Teacher and Subject or Grade Taught
Charlotte A. Boutelle Grades 5. 6

—
—
Richard Grodin — Headmaster. English,
Chemistry. French
Barbara Smith Guild — Grade
Virginia Marshall — Grade 4
Mary McGee— Grade
Marie Moriarty — Commercial
Bertha L.'Piper— Latin, History
Miriam Roby — Mathematics
Elsie Wheeler — Music
Francis Carroll Geog.. Jr. Business.
English, Science

1

3

Loraine Willard

— Grade 2
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REPORT OF HEALTH SUPERMSION,

1946-1947

Oscar Bums, M. D., Examiner
Esther E. McComiick, R. N., School Nurse

The total number of children examined:
The following decfects, treatments, and

182
corrections

were reported:
Pupils

Underweight
Defective Vision
Defective Hearing
Defective Teeth
Diseased Tonsils
Defective Breathing

Receiving
Defects Treatment Corrections
3
1
14
2
11
5
4
73
73
73
11
2
5
11
2
5
11
2
5
11
2
5

Adenoids
Enlarged Glands
Parents were infonned of

all

the abo\"e cases.

Diseases reported:

Chicken Pox
Measles

Mumps
Pediculosis

Skin Diseases

5
7
3
9
5
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SCHOOL GROWTH
This past year, the school boards in the towns of
Amherst, HoUis, Milford, Wilton, Brookline and Mont
Vernon have been startled by the increased enrollments in schools. It has been conclusively proven that
each community in tlie next two to five years will be
forced to provide additional space for educational facilities for their

The impact

children.

of this increased school population

being immediately

is

the elementary schools, thus
making tlie school committees conscious of the necessity for building program, either of new construction
in their respective towns, or additions to their present
plants. The other alternative is to combine their effelt in

secondary level of instruction by forming
School District; thus reheving theii*
present buildings of high school pupils and making
room for tliis influx of elementary pupils.
This increase in school population is not peculiar
to this area alone. It is nation-wide. There will be
more school children in the United States in the next
ten to twelve years than ever before. Consequently,
this school problem is not temporary, but can be looked
upon as being quite permanent. The over-crowding
of our present facilities is notliing compared to what
it will be in the near future.
It will grow from the
grade schools, move into tlic high schools, and pass
on to the colleges. The U. S. birth rate this year is
approximately 26 per 1000 of population or nearly a
50% increase over the prewar rate. Thus the year
1947 is the highest birth yeai- in tlie histor)' of the
United States.
The following questions have been posed in tlie
aforementioned communities. What can we do? What
planning should take place so tliat our children can
have tlie \ery best education possible at a price that
is witliin the means of each and every community conforts

on

tlie

a Cooperative
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cerned? Witli these questions in mind, representatives
from Amlierst, Hollis, Milford, Wilton, Brookline and
Mont \^ernon, both laymen and professionals met to
tliink togetlier and to formulate a plan of attack on the
problem.
In the course of their discussions, it was brought
out that many of the high schools in these areas are
too small to offer an adequate, well-roimded program
of study; tlius only skeleton programs are oflFered.
They cost much more per pupil than similar programs
in larger schools, but tliey have too few teachers to
make possible a well-balanced program. The boy who
wants to farm, the girl headed toward office work, and
the boy preparing for medicine all have tlie same program. There is little or no music or art education,
physical education or guidance. Vocational education
is eitlier lacking or oflFered in one or two fields at the
most. Where agriculture is offered boys are often
forced to take it in order to fill their programs, whether
it meets their needs or not. Where commercial courses
are given, all

may have

work required

to take

them

to get the units

Often it is necessary
to assign teachers to work in which they are not prepared. Rarely are tliese small schools good in more
tlian one or two aspects of tlie program. There are no
supervisors or guidance workers to whom teachers
can refer problem cases. The* equipment is meager.
Makeshift laboratories and shops offer small stimulation to either gifted or slow pupils. In most cases the
programs in these small high schools are geared to the
20% who go on to college, and the other 80% are offered a program that rarely fits their needs or desires.
After analyzing each town's program of studies,
they found some stronger than others, but in most
cases it was felt that they were inadequate to do the
job that present day society demands. It was further
concluded that in addition to meeting needs common
of

for graduation.
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to

such as emphasizing reading, arithmetic, and

all,

needed for learning, a satisfactory school
should provide prevocational and vocational
education of varied sorts. It would do this through
supervised work experience programs in industry, merchandising, farming, etc. Its program should be broad
enough, too, to give ample preparation to those bound
for college. It should also provide, in cooperation with
otlier agencies, wherever possible, such services and
aids as health clinics, school lunches, libraries, guidance, and audio-visual aids. It should keep in touch
with those who leave school, and provide post-high
school and adult education. The above could be accomplished only if tlie school had enough pupils,
enough teachers, and enough space so that the ser\ices could be rendered at a reasonable cost.
The feasibility of a consolidated school disti-ict
was brought forth and such problems as size of educational units, tiansportation, probable building maintenance costs, sites, etc. w^ere discussed, but no conclusions were drawn.
other

skills

district

The

New

Hampshire Legislature

in its last session

passed an act permitting school distiicts to combine
in a Cooperative School District, tlius pointing the
way to more effective education. A Cooperative
School District may be organized as a cooperative elementary unit; a cooperative secondary unit or botli,
by marjority vote of die qualified \'oters present and
voting at annual or special school meetings in each of
tlie participating school districts. A cooperative board
consisting of

members from

the various school districts

shall administer the affairs of the school district.

Each

proportionate share of capiproportion
to be determined
such
tal improvements,
valuation
bears to the
equahzed
by the ratio tliat its
school
cooperative
total equalized valuation within the
district. The costs of operating a cooperative school

school distiict will bear

its
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district shall

be pro-rated among

tlie

local districts in

membership of the
local district bears to the average daily membership
of the cooperative distiict. New members may be admitted to the Cooperative School District and local
proportion

tliat

school districts

the average daily

may withdraw,

if

it

is

visable, according to the regulations laid

law.

Each

of policy

deemed

down

ad-

in the

local district has a part in the formulation

and procedure through

its

representative

member, consequently the democratic principles under
which our local districts operate are not infringed upon.

To obtain autliorization for a more
sive study of Cooperative School Districts

comprehenand to bring
the townspeople, it was felt

problem diiectly to
that an article in the Warrants of the local school districts would be necessary. Consequently, two articles
this

have been entered in tlie school warrants to see what
action the towns wish to take. It is hoped that the
towns will adopt tliese articles to permit careful study
of the school needs in the various towns, thus avoiding
any delay.

DONALD
CHARLES

N.

HAROLD C.
NEWELL J.
February

6,

1948.

SWAIN-Amherst
SPAULDING-HoUis
BOWLEY-Milford
PAIRE-Wilton
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BROUGHT FROM AWAY AND BURIED
Age
Place of Death

Name and Surname
of the Deceased

IN

TOWN

REPORT OF

Ways and Means Committee

TOWN OF AMHERST,
FISCAL

YEAR

N. H.

1947-1948

Also

Report of

Town

Hall Committee

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE, TOWN OF
AMHERST, N. H., FISCAL YEAR 1947-1948

DO YOU KNOW THAT:
Since 1943 the annual expenses of the Town of Amherst have mcreased 33 per cent!
Your Ways and Means Committee shares the con-

by all taxpayers over the mounting costs of
town upkeep and their eflfect on the tax rate.
Amherst taxpayers cannot turn back the nationwide trend to higher prices for material and labor. This
fact makes it more than ever important to find methods
that will result in the most efficient use of what the
town must buy.
Your committee recommends favorable action on
articles in the warrant which it feels will result in:
A. A method of accounting for town expenses which
cern

felt

annual reports that will make it clear to
and committees and to taxpayers how
their money is being spent, as provided for in Article
will provide

town

officers

29.

B. A long range program for the improvement and
maintenance of town roads and town property that
will point out why appropriations are needed and give
details of how and where they are to be spent: hence
the recommendation of Article 30 calling for the appointment of a Road Commission.
The recommendation of the two foregoing articles
is not put forward in a spirit of criticism of any town
officer.
The recommendations are made for the purpose of assisting such officers to operate more effectively.

Important

A

Uncertainty About

bill to restore

town road aid

Town Road Aid
is now before the

seems doubtful that the bill will
be voted on before our town meeting.
If the bill is passed the town will receive this year,
the amount which was not paid by the State in 1946,
If
plus the amoimt the town is entitled to in 1947.
State Legislature.

It

the bill is not passed, no aid from the state will be
forthcoming. The loss of aid for the two years would
amount to approximately $7800., a sum equivalent to
about $5.85 a thousand in the tax rate.

Under the cucumstances your committee feels that
recommendations by it on Articles 6. 7, 11, 14, 15, 21,
23 and 24 are in order only if the bill is passed. If the

we

can only point out, without recommendations, what the estimated cost of the pro-

bill is

not passed,

would be.
Your committee recommends that estimated expenditures as presented by the various departments
and listed in your town reports be accepted and that
the town raise and appropriate sums to provide for
jects

them, with these exceptions:

That the estimate for town officers' expenses be reduced to $1100.
That the estimate for town hall expenses be reduced to $500.
That the estimate for police department be reduced to $450.
That the estimate for snow removal be reduced
to $3500.

That the estimate
duced to $4000.
That the estimate

for

for

town maintenance be
re-oiling

re-

be reduced to

$3750.

That the estimate

for

Memorial Dav be increased

to $200.

That the estimate for Parks and Plavgrounds be
reduced to $500.
That the estimate for spraying be increased to
$400 and that a part of this amount be spent to continue the work of trimming and fertilizing our trees.
That the estimate for town dumps be reduced to
$100.

In view of the large amount of the school budget
to provide for both this year's appropriation and last
year's deficit, your committee recommends that re-

pairs to the High School roof, at a cost of $700, be
postponed.

WARRANT
Article

No recommendation

1.

necessary.

Your committee recommends that such
sums of money be appropriated as may be necessary to
defray town charges for the ensuing year.
Article 3. Your committee recommends that the
town authorize the Selectmen and Town Treasurer to
borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
Article 4. Your committee recommends that the town
vote to give a discount of 1 per cent on taxes prepaid
up to July 1, and that on taxes prepaid between July
1 and August 1, a discount of one half of 1 per cent be
Article 2.

given.

Your committee recommends that the
and appropriate $50 to fix the cemetery wall on Chestnut Hill.
Article 6.
Your committee recommends that the
town raise and appropriate the sum of $2000 to oil the
road from Silva's to the Merrimack town line, provided
Article

5.

town vote

TRA

to raise

funds are available.

Article 7.

town

raise

the road at

mack town

Your committee recommends that the
and appropriate the sum of $3100 to oil
Cricket Corner from Roby's to the Merriline,

provided

TRA

funds are available.

Your committee recommends that the
town vote to install an electric light on the Milford
Road at the corner by the Lyndeboro Road and raise
and appropriate money for same.
Article 9.
Your committee recommends that the
town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $850 to
widen and complete the bridge over Baboosic Brook
on the road toward Camp Judea.
Article 10.
Your committee recommends that the
town vote to raise and appropriate for TRA a sum
that will enable the town to contribute $1.00 for each
$4.00 contributed by the State for that purpose.
Article 11.
Your committee recommends that the
Article

8.

town raise and appropriate the sum of $700 to gravel
and oil the section of Mack Hill Road extending 1100
feet from the end of the present oiled surface opposite

Ryan's house, provided

Article 12.
ficently well

TRA

funds are available.

Your committee feels that it is not sufinformed to make a recommendation.

Your committee recommends that the
and appropriate the sum of $750 to
oil the three-tenths of a mile of road extending from
the Bedford-Amherst town line to the front of the
"Horace Greeley place," provided TRA funds are
Article 13.

town vote

to raise

available.

Article 14.
Your committee recommends that the
town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $400 to
oil Lake and Lake Front streets at Lake Baboosic,

provided

TRA

funds are available.

Article 15. Your committee recommends that the
town vote not to raise and appropriate monev to oil
Clark's Avenue at Lake Baboosic.
Article 16. Your committee recommends that the
town vote to install and maintain a Hght on Public
Service Pole 20 near Wenzel's at Lake Baboosic and
that money be raised and appropriated for this pur-

pose.
Article 17.

town vote

Your committee recommends that the
and appropriate the sum of $25 as

to raise

a token contribution for the purpose

given

in

this

Article.

Article 18.

town \ote

Your committee recommends that the

to discontinue the roads in

the

Bombing

Area.

Your committee recommends that the
town vote not to rescind the Zoning Ordinance, adopted at the annual town meeting of March 12, 1946.
Your committee feels that the continuance of tlie
Zoning Ordinance is in the best interests of the town.
Article 20.
Your committee recommends that the
town vote to amend the Town Zoning Ordinance in acArticle 19.

cordance

witli this article.

Your committee recommends that the
raise
and appropriate the sum of $1400
vote
to
town
with oil the 1 1-10 mile of road on
treat
to surface and
TRA funds are available.
Hill,
provided
Christian
Aiticle 21.

Your committee recommends that the
Article 22.
town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $400 to
gravel and provide proper drainage on Main Street
between Davis Lane and Locke's Corner.
Your Committee recommends that the
Article 23.
town raise and appropriate the sum of $300 to oil Main
Street between Davis Lane and Locke's Corner, provided

TRA

funds are available.

Your committee recommends that the
Article 24.
town raise and appropriate the sum of $700 to surface
and treat with oil that part of the road off Walnut Hill
beginning where the present oiled surface ends and
continuing to the Chisholm Farm buildings, provided

TRA

funds are available.

Your committee recommends that the
town raise and appropriate the sum of $725 for the
kitchen in the Town Hall Building, per Item 1 of the
Report of the Town Hall Committee.
Article 25.

Your committee recommends that the
and appropriate the sum of $420 for needed
and installation at the Town Hall Building, per

Article 26.

town

raise

repairs

Item 2 of the Report of the Town Hall Committee.
Your committee recommends that the
Article 27.
appropriate to a fund for a heating
and
raise
town
Hall, the sum of $1000, per Item
Town
for
the
plant
Town Hall Committee.
the
Report
of
3 of the
recommends that the
committee
28.
Your
Article
the sum of
appropriate
raise
and
town vote not to
Hall ComTown
of
the
Report
$575, per Item 4 of the
town exestimated
amount
of
mittee. In view of the
that
the imfeels
penses for the year, the committee
provements listed should be postponed.
Your committee recommends that Town Hall Committee for 1947 be appointed by the Moderator and
that the membership, duties, and the purpose of this

committee be
1946 Warrant.

in

accordance with Article 15 of the

Your committee recommends that the
and appropriate a sum not to exceed
$100 for the purpose of an audit of all the town's books
and accounts. Such audit to be made through the
Your committee feels it is
State Tax Commission.
that
accounting
practices
of the town be imdesirable
proved and modernized.
Your committee recommends that the
Aiticle 30.
town vote to direct the Selectmen to appoint, within
30 days, three citizens, other than themselves, to serve
as road commissioners, to aid and assist the Road
Article 29.

town vote

to raise

Agent; that they serve without salary; that the Selectmen fill vacancies in the Commission, when thev occur;
and that the Commissioners make a report at each
annual town meeting or at any special town meeting.

Highway expense

is

the largest single item in the

town budget, with the exception of School expenses.
Your committee feels that officers administering an appropriation of this size should have the benefit of the
assistance

mended

and advice of commissioners,

as

recom-

in the Article.

Respectfullv submitted,

GEORGE'

HYDE,

B.

Chainnan

BUNDY,

BE.\7AMIN

G.

ROBERT

SMITH,
E. STIMSON,

Secretarv
L.

RAYMOND
RICHARD
WILLIAM

^^^

T.

weston,
WHITTLE.

SUMMARY
Committee

Recommends
a.

1).

Selectmen's estimate of town
expenses
$33,441.91
School Committee estimate 30,810.00

$25,991.91
30,110.00

c.

Appropriations asked in

Warrant
Total

15,555.69

14,845.00

$79,807.60

$70,946.91

Item a (of summary). The sum tliat the town must
pay for the County Tax is not included in the Selectmen's estimate nor in your committee's recommen-

amount of that tax is not known as
The amount paid by the town last
Your comyear for the County Tax was $5497.80.
mittee is informed that the rate for the County Tax
for 1947 has been acted upon by the County Delegadation.
this

is

The

exact

written.

and that it is 15 percent higher than for 1946.
Taxpayers giving consideration to the total of town
expenses should keep it in mind that a substantial sum
for that tax must be added to the total shown in the
tion

summary.
Item c (of sumijiary). Included in your committee's
recommendation is $1925 estimated town contribution

TRA in the event that the TRA bill is passed. The
sum recommended by your committee would be $9350

to

if

TRA

funds should not be available.

REPORT OF THE TOWN HALL COMMITTEE
At the annual town meeting for 1946 it was voted
towards reto raise and appropriate the sum of $500
and
building,
Hall
modehng the kitchen in the Town
been
had
as
accept such personal contributions
to

might be offered for this purpose; and it was
later
voted to instruct the moderator to appoint, not
whom
of
one
than May 1, 1946, a committee oi seven,
Ways
should be a Selectman, one a member of the
remodeling
and Means Committee, to supervise the
of further
of the kitchen and to look into the matter
building
repairs and improvements to the Town Hall
and to report and make recommendations to a future
town meeting, such meeting to be not later than the
annual town meeting for 1947.
The following committee was appointed by the

made

or

moderator:

Robert L. Smith, chairman, Mrs. Charles Lincoln,
Mrs. Lendal Harding, Mrs. Margaret Murphy, Messrs.
Meric Arnold, Malcohn Clark and Benjamin Bundy.
Improvements to the kitchen have been completed
to the point

where

it is

now

in use for

pubhc suppers

and for preparing school lunches. There is, however,
further equipment which your committee considers
date
essential if tlie advantage of the improvements to
work
the
installations,
is to be reahzed. There are also
for which is not completed.
Material and labor at a cost of $533.35 has been
paid for by the town; against this there was a refund
of four dollars.

items are subjects of articles in the
warrant for the annual town meeting for 1947, numbered as indicated in the following:

The following

Item 1-See Article 25 of the warrant-Kitchen.
Materials not paid for and unpaid labor
$209.00
charges for projects not completed
150.00
plumbing
completed
partially
of
Estimated cost

Estimated cost of drain board for dishes
25.00
10 burner, restaurant type gas stove
225.00
To complete painting of kitchen
26.00
Estimated cost of dry-well for kitchen sink drain 90.00
Total of Item

1

$725.00

Item 2— See Article 26 of warrant— Needed Repairs
and Installation.
Your committee feels that the recommendations
covered by this item are essential to the safety and adequate upkeep of the building.
Estimated cost of re-installation of entrance
wiring for electricity to conform to fire
underwriters' requirements
Estimated cost of painting exterior woodof Town Hall building and reglazing where necessary
Estimated cost of screens for kitchen and
dining hall

$120.00

work

Total of Item 2

250.00
50.00

$420.00

Item 3— See Article 27 of warrant— Heating Plant

Town

for

Hall.

The shortage

and their high cost make
opinion of vour committee, to
consider tlie installation of a heating plant this year.
Blue prints for a heating system were procured by
your committee and are in the hands of the Selectmen.
it

of materials

inadvisable, in

tlie

Your committee feels, howe\ er, that a modern heating plant is essential as a measure for reducing the
present fire hazard and for pro\iding a more serviceable means of heat, in keeping with present da\' fuels.

The

cost of an adequate heating plant probably
be too high to assume in a single \ear. In view of
the need, however, your committee feels that measures
should be taken to insure installation as soon as prices
are more reasonable. To this end it is recommended
that a fund be established for the accumulation of sufwill

ficient

money

for the installation of a heating plant-

suiii of $1,000 be raised and appropriated
year to such a fund.
$1,000.00
Total of Item 3

and that the
this

Item 4— See Article 28 of warrant— Desirable Improvements to Town Hall Building.
$150.00
Estimated cost of painting dining hall
100.00
Estimated cost of painting side entrance hall
75.00
Estimated cost of painting Selectmen's room
250.00
Estimated cost of painting Assembly hall
Total of Item 4

$575.00

Through the generosity of Mrs. Charles Lincoln a
gas hot water heater has been installed in the kitchen
at no cost to the town. Acknowledgement is also recorded here for Mr. Dixon's generous

gift of fluores-

cent lights for the kitchen.
Respectfully submitted,
BENJAMIN G. BUNDY, Secretary,
for the Committee.

February

24, 1947.

Qua-
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